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TITLE 5--GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION AND EMPLOYEES [5 USC] 

PART I--THE AGENCIES GENERALLY 

CHAPTER 5--ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 

SUBCHAPTER II--ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 

 

§ 552 Public information; agency rules, opinions, orders,  

        records, and proceedings 

 

 (a) Each agency shall make available to the public information as  

follows: 

* * * * * * 

    (2) Each agency, in accordance with published rules, shall make  

available for public inspection and copying-- 

        (A) final opinions, including concurring and dissenting  

    opinions, as well as orders, made in the adjudication of cases; 

        (B) those statements of policy and interpretations which have  

    been adopted by the agency and are not published in the Federal  

    Register; 

        (C) administrative staff manuals and instructions to staff that  

    affect a member of the public; 

        (D) copies of all records, regardless of form or format, which  

    have been released to any person under paragraph (3) and which,  

    because of the nature of their subject matter, the agency determines  

    have become or are likely to become the subject of subsequent  

    requests for substantially the same records; and 

        (E) a general index of the records referred to under  

    subparagraph (D); 

 

unless the materials are promptly published and copies offered for sale. ...  

 

§ Sec. 551. Definitions 

 

    For the purpose of this subchapter— 

* * * * * * 

        (6) ``order'' means the whole or a part of a final disposition,  

    whether affirmative, negative, injunctive, or declaratory in form,  

    of an agency in a matter other than rule making but including  

    licensing; 

        (7) ``adjudication'' means agency process for the formulation of  

    an order; 

        (8) ``license'' includes the whole or a part of an agency  

    permit, certificate, approval, registration, charter, membership,  

    statutory exemption or other form of permission; 

        (9) ``licensing'' includes agency process respecting the grant,  

    renewal, denial, revocation, suspension, annulment, withdrawal,   

    limitation, amendment, modification, or conditioning of a license; 

* * * * * * 

       (12) ``agency proceeding'' means an agency process as defined by  

    paragraphs (5), (7), and (9) of this section; 

        (13) ``agency action'' includes the whole or a part of an agency  

    rule, order, license, sanction, relief, or the equivalent or denial  

    thereof, or failure to act; .....  


