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State of FLORIDA 

Case Number: 2015-23617-CA-01 

Plaintiff: 
RAMSEY PIMENTEL 

vs. 

Defendant: 

County of MIAMI·DADE 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC D/8/A HOTEL ASTOR AND DAVID J. HART 

For. 
Anthony M. Georges-Pierre 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC 
44 W. Flagler Street 
Ste 2200 
Miami, FL 33130 

Circuit Court 

Received by OJF SERVICES, INC. on the 18th day of November, 2016 at 4:48pm to be served on ASTOR EB-5 
LLC D/B/A HOTEL ASTOR, 21 SW FIRST AVENUE,, 10TH FLOOR, MIAMI, FL 33131. 

I, GREG SCHULTE, do hereby affirm that on the 22nd day of November, 2016 at 12:10 pm, 1: 

CORPORATE- REGISTERED AGENT: served by delivering a true copy of the SUMMONS ON 1ST AMENDED 
COMPLAINT with the date and hour of service endorsed thereon by me, to: SUSANA ESCOBAR EMPLOYEE 
FOR DAVID J . HART, PA as Registered Agent At the address of: 14 NE 1ST AVE, 14TH FLOOR, MIAMI, FL for 
ASTOR EB-5 LLC D/B/A HOTEL ASTOR, and Informed said person of the contents therein, in compliance with 
state statutes. 

I CERTIFY THAT I AM OVER THE AGE OF 18, HAVE NO INTEREST IN THE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I AM A 
CERTIFIED PROCESS SERVER, IN GOOD STANDING, IN THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN WHICH THE PROCESS 
WAS SERVED. "UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING 
(DOCUMENT) AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN IT ARE TRUE, 92.525. 

EXHIBIT 

A 

GREG SCHUL 
CPS#245 

OJF SERVICES, INC. 
13727 S.W. 152nd Street 
P.M.B. 354 
Miami, FL 33177 
(786) 293-5750 
Our Job Serial Number: OJF-2016016577 

Copyright Cl 199Z-%011 Database Sl!f\'lces, Inc. • Pn>cen SetVer's Toolbo~ V6.5n 
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~g fl. 4860111.0 E.-Filed 11/07/20lt Q~::3: 12 PM 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, indiv.idt1atly; 
$1-i.d othe1· simlla.tlY, situated indivi(\mils,. 

ys • 

. ASTOR EB-S LLC~ 
a Plor1da Limited Liability. Com;pany,_ 
d/b/a HOTEL ,ASTOR 
~AVID J.l!ART, ind1vidually.; 

Q 8 Defendan.i(s). 

~ G9~·------~~----~------~' 
~ 1.{) LlJ 

·· .... 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT. OF THE 
b1:EVENTH JUDIClAL ClRCl.JIT 
IN AND FOR lvflAMI-DADE COUNTY:, 
FLORIDA; 

Case No.·:W15'-023617-CA..,01. 

C/)T-0 
W<\1-
d''<';f"> 

Stl1YlMONS lN A. CJ.VlL CASE 

sg:fE 
a:m(f) 
UJ""LL 
(/)I()'-) 
u_O')Q 

ASTOlt ED..S LLC 
<lib/a JlOT:EL ~STOR. 
Register~ agent:.DAVID J. JlART, P.A. 
~~u~Gtt .. Fte\leo-- -'(_{j 
M1.nmi) FL 33131 

) IY. 
YO:U .A.:l.m UER:EllYS"'l'v..MONED nnd l'bquired to seNe upon PL.Al'NTIFf'S A TIORNEY 

a ~ 
~ s 

AN!HONY M. GEORG6S_:P1.6RRB, ESQ; fvt ; t; frl, · t (i.L t 

REMER.& GEORGES.. PIERRE, 'PLLC. 
44 WES1' FLAOJ..ERSTRBET. STE. 2200 
Mrts.Mi. PL331SO 

an an:;w¢r to. th~~ co.mph\htt wl1ich js Jlere .. vith se!'ved up011 -you, withln :zo days after !iervic.e of li1is 
·summeos upon yo\:1. •. e~clu.siV0 of the driy ~.f service, 1f you •fuil to do so~ judgment ·by i:lefa.ult \Vjli be
taken against you. for th~ 1·elief demanded in the ~mplaint. 'You C11\1St ·u.l~o. fiiC" your <mswel' with the 
Clerl< ofthi$ COllTt withmu r~asonnble llerio~ of time after service, 

CLEl~K 

1..1-tt512016 
:OKrE 

ICo511 
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I,._ I ..., I ,. • ..., I IIWt ... . -- ... -

State of FLORIDA County of MIAMI-DADE 

Case Number: 2015-23617-CA-01 

Plaintiff: 
RAMSEY PIMENTEL 
vs. 

Defendant: 
ASTOR EB-5 LLC D/B/A HOTEL ASTOR AND DAVID J. HART 

For: 
Anthony M. Georges-Pierre 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC 
44 W. Flagler Street 
Ste 2200 
Miami, FL 33130 

Circuit Court 

Received by OJF SERVICES, INC. on the 18th day of November, 2016 at 4:48 pm to be served on DAVID J. HART, 
21 SW FIRST AVENUE., 10TH FLOOR, MIAMI, FL 33131. 

I, GREG SCHULTE, do hereby affirm that on the 1st day of December, 2016 at 11:55 am, 1: 

INDIVIDUAUPERSONAL: served by delivering a true copy of the SUMMONS ON AMENDED COMPLAINT to: 
DAVID J. HART at the address of: 14 NE 1ST AVE, #1400, MIAMI, Fl with the date and hour of service endorsed 
thereon by me, and Informed said person of the contents therein, In compliance with state statutes. 

Military Status: Based upon inquiry of party served, Defendant is not in the military service of the United States of 
America. 

I CERTIFY THAT I AM OVER THE AGE OF 18, HAVE NO INTEREST IN THE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I AM A 
CERTIFIED PROCESS SERVER, IN GOOD STANDING, IN THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN WHICH THE PROCESS 
WAS SERVED. "UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING 
(DOCUMENT) AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN IT ARE TRUE, 92.525. 

GREG SCHULTE 
CPS#245 

OJF SERVICES, INC. 
13727 S.W. 152nd Street 
P.M.B. 354 
Miami, FL 33177 
(786) 293-5750 
Our Job Serial Number: OJF~2016016576 

Copyright~ 1992·2011 Dalabasa Services, Inc. • Proce55 S<!Nefs Toolbox V8.5n 

Ill llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 



Case 1:16-cv-25149-DPG   Document 1-2   Entered on FLSD Docket 12/12/2016   Page 4 of 112

~ling# 48(;)01110 t-qt~~ 11/07/20J6 04:23:12 PM 

· .. _ 

·. 

nAl\lSEY PIMENTEL, in4iviclua:Uy~ 
!ioP.othe~ sini.ibsrly sltw~ted indiviP,uals, 

l'lamtiff(s}~ 

vs. 

AS't.OR' Jmo:.SLtC, 
.a Flor14a Limited Liability Company?. 
·d/b/a liOT.EL A.:ST6R 
UA VlD J. ·JI:Al{T, mdi~idl.mlly; 

IN THE ·cJltCUtT COURT OF '!1ffi 
ELEvENTH JUDICIAL Cn.tctJ.IT 
IN AND EORMlA!VJl-D.ADE COtTNTY, 
_:FLORIDA: 

cas·e No21)1S-023~17 ~cA-Ql 

-----~--~-8~---~_)·---------~J ~ ~ 
SUMMQN~lN A crvn, CASE G~ 

~~~~: •. i~"'Fl-- . 3/ Sfl-9'1"'77 
Miami_, . .FL 33!3't 

you An.:E :aERE"B'Y.SU\\'IMONED and ~quircd: to se,Ne. \1J10n PLAI.NTIFF'S A 'ITORNEY 

AN'lliONY M. GBORGBS..~IERI.tE. ESQ .. 
"R.aMER /li.· GE<i!WES~Ji~, PLtC. 
44 WBST Fl:AGLER-$TREBT~ STB. :2200 
lYUAMit FL 33'130· 

lin .answor-'to the comRiaip~ willc1'1 .i_s "heruw.ith S(lrv~d ~pon y.Qu, within -eO.. slg::vs- afte1' scrviee of this 
sUtnmQ,l1S Upon y<lU't exclti!JIVC! of:fbe: dtt;S~ of ~cr.vfue. lt you ~~ to do so," Judgment by defa"lt \V~Jl b~ 
tnken a,IDUnst y.ou f9t" the relief derilJ!ndec!" in th~ ~omplaiot. Y.qu must W.so file yo\lr fm$wer wHh the 
.crerk oft,bis ·Court with~n. a. reas~:mable :peri<)d of time aft-er acrvic:~. 

11/161;201'6 
""DATil 

MILI~T· 
YES NO 

I 

f 
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State of FLORIDA County of MIAMI-DADE 

Case Number: 2015-23617-CA~01 

Plaintiff: 
RAMSEY PIMENTEL 

vs. 

Defendant: 
ASTOR EB·5 LLC 0/B/A HOTEL ASTOR AND DAVID J. HART 

For: 
Anthony M. Georges~Pierre 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC 
44 W. Flagler Street 
Ste 2200 
Miami, FL 33130 

Circuit Court 

Received by OJF SERVICES, INC. on the 18th day of November, 2016 at 4:48 pm to be served on DAVID J. HART, 
21 SW FIRST AVENUE., 10TH FLOOR, MIAMI, FL 33131. 

I, GREG SCHULTE, do hereby affirm that on the 1st day of December, 2016 at 11:55 am, 1: 

INDIVIDUAL/PERSONAL: served by delivering a true copy of the SUMMONS ON AMENDED COMPLAINT to: 
DAVID J. HART at the address of: 14 NE 1ST AVE, #1400, MIAMI, FL with the date and hour of service endorsed 
thereon by me, and informed said person of the contents therein, in compliance with state statutes. 

Military Status: Based upon inquiry of party served, Defendant is not In the military service of the United States of 
America. 

I CERTIFY THAT I AM OVER THE AGE OF 18, HAVE NO INTEREST IN THE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I AM A 
CERTIFIED PROCESS SERVER, IN GOOD STANDING, IN THE JUDICIAL CIRCU!T IN WHICH THE PROCESS 
WAS SERVED. "UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING 
(DOCUMENT) AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN IT ARE TRUE, 92.525. 

GREG SCHULTE 
CPS#245 

OJF SERVICES, INC. 
13727 S.W. 152nd Street 
P.M.B. 354 
Miami, FL 33177 
(786} 293-5750 

---- ·~ 

Our Job Serial Number: OJF~2016016576 

Copyright 0 1992·2011 Database Se"'ices, Inc.· Process serw(a Toolbox V8.i5n 
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~ling# 4!\601110 L-11il~~ 1110712016 04:23:12 PM 

·. 

nAM$EYPIMENTEL, htclividua:Uy~ 
!ioP.o·thet, sinii1atly slt1.la:red indivi!l.uals, 

vs. 

AS'tOR'~·--SLLC, 
.a Flodda l-imited Llahiltty Company?. 
-dl'o!a liOT.EL JWftlR . . 
DAVlD J. ~T. indi:Vidl.lally; 

IN 11iB ·ctRCU!T COURT OF 'l1ffi 
ELBvENTS JUDICIAL CIRCOIT 
IN AN"D FO.R MlAMI-DADE·COtiN.Tt, 
.:FLORIDA 

case No2i}15-023()17"CA-Q1 

--...-Daf1-en_dan_._tcs_).__,_ _ _ _ __.J· ~ ~ 
S.UMMON~lN A crvn. CASE: G~ 
=J;.~W'fl~ . 3/511-Cf1ll 
Miam~.FL 331"3'( 

YOU An.:E REREBYs:tl:M:MO~ and -requited: to se,tv.c l1pon PLALNTIP.P'S A 'ITORNEY 

AN'lllONY M. GBDRGBS..~lERRE. ESQ •. 
"R.~MER !Ji.· GEO:RG~~PlBRR"2. PLLC. 
:cl4 WBST F.tAGLER·STREET: ST:B. 2200 
M.!AMI, J:L 3!130-

a:o .an$wor 'to tb6 comP,Iatm Wllich l.s 11crcw.if:h· S(lrv~d \lpon you, within .zo., days· aft~l' service of th[s 
SUin&nQ,llS upon y~u, ~xclu..'iiVC gftbe: day ~£ ~~J:vi{)e. 1f >'0U t~l to -do so; judgment by default; wm b~ 
tnket'l a.!f.1inst you f1=1r tbe. relief'd~ri:lm.1ded in th~ ~.ompl!lint. Y.qu must lliso ftlc yo(lr B.nS\ye.- wHh tlle 
.creak oft,bis Court with~n. a roos~nab.le .period of'tbne after setvic~. 

11/1.61~01'6 

MILIT~· 
YES NO 

I 

f 

J~Sl\o 
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1'1- I '-'1 , ... ._...... ~._.•,., • ....... -

State of FLORIDA County of MIAMIMDADE 

Case Number: 2015-23617-CA-01 

Plaintiff: 
RAMSEY PIMENTEL 

VS. 

Defendant: 
ASTOR EBM5 LLC D/B/A HOTEL ASTOR AND DAVID J. HART 

For: 
Anthony M. Georges-Pierre 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC 
44 W. Flagler Street 
Ste 2200 
Miami, FL 33130 

Circuit Court 

Received by OJF SERVICES, INC. on the 18th day of November, 2016 at 4:48 pm to be served on ASTOR EB-5 
LLC 0/B/A HOTEL ASTOR, 21 SW FIRST AVENUE, 10TH FLOOR, MIAMI, FL 33131. 

I, GREG SCHULTE, do hereby affirm that on the 22nd day of November, 2016 at 12:10 pm, 1: 

CORPORATE- REGISTERED AGENT: served by delivering a true copy of the SUMMONS ON 1ST AMENDED 
COMPLAiNT with the date and hour of service endorsed thereon by me, to: SUSANA ESCOBAR EMPLOYEE 
FOR DAVID J. HART, PA as Registered Agent At the address of: 14 NE 1ST AVE, 14TH FLOOR, MIAMI, FL for 
ASTOR EB-5 LLC D/B/A HOTEL ASTOR, and Informed said person of the contents therein, in compliance with 
state statutes. 

I CERTIFY THAT I AM OVER THE AGE OF 18, HAVE NO INTEREST IN THE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I AM A 
CERTIFIED PROCESS SERVER, IN GOOD STANDING, IN IHE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN WHICH THE PROCESS 
WAS SERVED. "UNDER PENAL TV OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING 
(DOCUMENT) AND THAT THE FACTS STATED LN IT ARE TRUE, 92.525. 

GREG SCHULT 
CPS#245 

OJF SERVICES, INC. 
13727 S.W. 152nd Street 
P.M.B. 354 
Miami, FL 33177 
(786) 293-5750 
Our Job Serial Number: OJF-2016016577 

CopyrlghtCl1992·2011 Database Sl!t\'lces,lne. • Ptoeess SI!MI~s Toolbox VB.Sn 
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~g# 4860111.0 E~Filed l1/07/20h Q~:?3:12 PM 
· . .._, 

···-
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT. OF TflE 
ELEVENTH JUDlCIA.L CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAt-.11.-DADE COUNTY:, 
FLORIDA: 

·Case No.·l015;..()236'17-CA-01 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, indh~idl.itdly; 
~'id other simll31'1Y, situated ind.ividmils,. 

Plaintiff(s), 

vs. 

)J-~l-

JV pft 
fv )u5pft .ASTOR: EB-.5 LLC, 

a Florida Limited Liability. Cotnpauy,. 
d/b/a HOTEL ;\STOR 
~AVID J.ll.t.\.RT, indi-vidually.; 

Q 8 Def~ndan.i(s). 
~ Gg~·------~--------------~' 
~ 1.0 lU 

en.,_() 

t:// ~5 vobAfl 
-j-J-10 ~ utC\J-

0'-.;r> 
-ma: 
><\lw 
O:mw 
UI~LL 
(/)I.()'-) 
u_O)Q 

S~MONS lN A.CJ;VlL CASE 

ASTOlt EB-5 LLC 
<V}>/allOT:ELASTOR 
Re€,il>teflid agent: .DAVID J .. llART, P .A. 
~l.Sf X:irs~l!~~od·· p~G${'-- L (J "\ 
~nami, FL3313l J a ?i 

~ 
~ 

YO:U AR:E liER:Ii}BY·S{JMMONED and rDquired to sci'4/e upon PL,Al'NTIFf'S A TIORNEY 

AN!HON¥ M. GEORG6S-'P1.6RRE, ESQ; fv\; t; Jill,· t f&L • 
RBMBR & GEOROES..PJERRE. 'PLLC. 
t\4 WEST FLAOJ..ER STREET. STE. 2200 
M~Mi. PL33130 

an an:>wli'r to. th~ co.mpluint whicb js here .. vith se1·ved upo'll j'ou, witbln 70 days after service of this 
·summons upon you.. •. e~clu.sive of the dri.}' of service.. 1f yotl f-ail to do so~ ju.d~elit "by <fefn.ult viitl be
taken p.gninst yoll. for- thr3 l'elle·r deintmded in tho ~mplaint. 'Y.ott ~ust -al~o . 'file you'' ansWE:r> with the 
Clerk of t his Court wi'thln ""- rqasonable 11~rio~ of tll\le after service, 

CLEl\K 
'Utt5J2016 

DA'rE 

fitft'E:PGTi cTERi ...... ~._..;;y<..!Q.U.;w.__ 
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RAMSEY PIMENTEL, indh•idually; 
and other similarl-y situated individuals, 

Plaintiff\ s), 

YS. 

ASTOR EB-.5 LLC, 
a Florida Limited Liability. Cotn'pany, 
d/b/a. HOTEL .ASTOR 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
b'LEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR 'MIAMI-DADE COUNTYJ 
FLORIDA 

Case No .. 2015-023617-CA-01 

:OAVID J.HART, iudjvidually.; 

Defendant( s). 

~----------------------~' 
Slt:rvlMONS IN A Q"YlL CAS£ 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC 

/1- ~~ 
)L--1 u( 

d/b/a l.IOTEL ASTOR, 
Registere<l agent: .DAVIDJ.RART, P.A. 
21 SE First Avenue, 10tfl·J?1oor 
Mi.n.mi~ 'FL 33131 

YOU ARE HERE .BY Sl.n'vlMO.NED ll11d required to SGI'Ve upon .l?LAlN"''IFF' S A TIORNEY 

ANTHONY M. G'EORGEs-;PJP..RR'B, ESQ. 
RBMBR & GBOROES-PH?.RAA PLLC. 
44 WE$'1' FLAdLER STREET. STE. 2200 
MJA't'vl.I, .UL 3313-0 

-17E '1~() 
P7 

an answet to; the complaint whi<lb is here,vith served upon yo\J, withlu m days af\.t;lr service of this 
·summons upon yo~, el$.clu.sive of the day ei service. Jf you. 'fail to do sodudgment by i:l~fu.ult will be 
taken agninst you for th~ relief demanded h1 the c.omplaint. 'You Illllst -also· file your ans~ver- with the 
Cle.rk ofthis COllrt wi'thin u reasonable perioo oftlme a:ftet· service, 

11/1512016 --- - - --. 
CLERK DATE 
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RAMSEY PIMENTEL, individually; 
and other similarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff(s), 

vs. 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC, 
a Flori<;la Limited Liability Company, 
d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 
DAVID J. HART, individually; 

Defendant( s ). ____________________________ / 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA 

Case No.2015-023617-CA-Ol 

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 

Plaintiff RAMSEY PIMENTEL, and other similarly situated individuals, by and 

through the undersigned counsel, hereby sues Defendants, ASTOR EB-5 LLC, a Florida Limited 

Liability Company, d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR, individually; and DAVID J. HART, individually; 

collectively ("Defendants11
), and in support. avers as follows: 

1. This is art action by the Pl&intifffor damages exceeding $15,000 excluding attorneys' fees 

or costs for unpaid wages under the Fair Labor Standards Act, 29 U.S.C. §§ 201-219 

("FLSA") and the Florida Minimum Wage Act, Fla. Stat.§ 448.110 ("FMWA"). 

2. This CoUlt has jurisdiction over Plaintiffs FLSA claims pursuant to the 29 U.S.C. § 216. 

3. Plaintiff was at all times relevant to this action, residents of Miami-Dade County Florida, 

within the jurisdiction of this Honorable CoUrt. Plaintiff is covered employee for 

purposes ofthe FLSA and FMWA. 
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4. Defendant, ASTOR EB-5 LLC, a Florida Limited Liability Company, d/b/a HOTEL 

ASTOR, located in Miami-Dade County, Florida where Plaintiff worked for Defel1dant, 

and at all times material hereto was and is engaged in interstate commerce. 

5. Defendant, DAVID J. HART, is a corporate officer of, and exercised operational control 

over the activities of, corporate Defendant, ASTOR EB-5 LLC. 

6. Venue is proper in Miami-Dade County bec.ause all of the actions that fonn the basis of 

this Complaint occurred within Miami-Dade County and payment was due in Miami -Dade 

County. 

7. Declaratory, injunctive, legal and equitable relief sought pursuant to the laws set forth 

above together with attomeys' fees, costs and damages. 

8. All conditions precedent for the tiling of this action before this Court have been 

previously met, including the exhaustion of all pertinent administrative procedures and 

remedies. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

9. Plaintiff performed work for Defendants from on or about February 2014, through on or 

about August 12, 2014. 

10. Plaintiff was a non-exempt employee by virtue of the way Plaintiff was paid and/or 

Plaintiff's job duties. 

I 1. PlaintitJ was not paid proper minimwn wage rate as proscribed by the laws of the United 

States and the State of Florida, during relevant time period, from on or about Febmary 

2 0 14, through on or about August 12, 20 14. 

12. Plaintiff did not receive payment for all hours worked, dwing relevant time period, from 

on or about February 2014, through on or about August 12. 2014. In addition, Defendant 

2 
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also owes Plaintiff a percentage of commissions for services provided by Plaintiff dming 

his employment. 

13 . On or about August 12, 2014, Plaintl.ff complained about Defendants' improper payment 

of wages. Defendants terminated Plaintiff the same day in direct retaliation for the 

protected activity described. 

COUNT I 
Wage & Hour Federal Statutory Violation against 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC 
d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 

14. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 thTough 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

15. This action is brought by Plaintiff to recover from Defendant unpaid wages compensation, 

as well as an additional amounl as liquidated damages, costs, and reasonable attomey's 

fees under the provisions of29 U.S.C. § 201 etseq. 

16. Jurisdiction is confened on this Court by Title 29 U.S.C. § 216(b). 

17. At all times pe1iinent to this Complaint, corporate Defendant operated as an organization 

which sells and/or markets its services and/or goods to customers from throughout the 

United States and also provides its services fot goods sold and transported from across 

state lines of other states, and the corporate Defendant obtains and solicits funds trom 

non-Florida sources, accepts funds from non-Florida sources, uses telephonic 

LTanstnissions going over state lines to do its business, transmits funds outside the State of 

Florida, and otherwise regularly engages in interstate commerce, patticularly with respect 

to its employees. 

3 
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18. Upon information and belief, at all times material hereto, corporate Defendant's annual 

gross revenue exceeded $500,000 per annum on its own, or as part of a joint enterprise 

with the other corporate Defendants named herein, or which are as of yei. unknown but 

will be revealed through further discovery. To the extent that corporate Defendant 

operated as pati of a joint enterprise, it did so with corporate entities that perfom1ed 

related activities, under the conunon control of the individual Defendants, and for 

common business purposes related to the work performed by Plaintiii for Defendant. 

19. By reason of the foregoing, the corporate Defendant is and was. during all times hereafter 

mentioned, an enterprise engaged in commerce or in the production of goods for 

con1merce as defined in §§ 3 (r) and 3(s) of the FLSA, 29 U.S.C. § 203(r) and 203(s). 

Defendant's business activities involve those to which the Fair Labor Standards Act 

applies. The Plaintiff's work for the Defendant likewise at1ects interstate commerce. 

20. Plaintifi seeks to recover for unpaid wages accumulated from the date of hire and/or from 

three (3) years from the date of the filing of this complaint. 

21. Defendant knew and/or showed reckless disregard of the provisions of the FLSA 

concerning the payment of overtime wages as required by the Fair Labor Standards Act 

and remain owing Plaintiff these unpaid wages since the commencement of Plaintiirs 

employment with Defendant as set forth above. As such, Plaintiff is entitled to recover 

double damages. 

22. To the extent that Defendant never posted any notice, as required by the Fair Labor 

Standards Act and Federal Law, to inform employees of their federal rights to overtime 

and minimum wage payments, the statute of limitations for Plaintiffs FLSA claims is 

equitably tolled. See .. e.g., Cruz v. Maypa, 773 F.3d 138, 147 (4th Cir. 2014) (extending 

4 
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failure-to-post tolling in the ADEA context to the FLSA); Yu G. Ke v. Saigon Grill, Inc .. 

595 F. Supp. 2d 240, 259 (S.D.N.Y. 2008) ("[F)ailure to provide required notice of the 

governing legal requirements may be a sufficient basis for tolling."); Kamens v. Summit 

Stainless, Inc., 586 F. Supp. 324, 328 (E.D. Pa. 1984) ("An employer's failure to post a 

statutorily required notice of this type tolls the running of any period of limitations."). 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. A~judge and decree that Defendant has violated the FLSA and has done so willfully, 

intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Award Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shown to be due for unpaid overtime 

wuge compensation for hours worked in excess offorty (40) weekly, with interest; 

C. Award Plaintiff an equal amount in double damages/liquidated damages; 

D. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

E. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circmnstances. 

COUNT II 
Wage & Hour Federal Statutory Violation against 

DAv1D J. HART 

23. Plain tiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in pal'agraphs l through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

24. At tho times mentioned, Defendant was, and is now, a corporate officer of COll)Orate 

Defendant, ASTOR EB-5 LLC. 

25. Defendant was an employer of Plaintiff withi11 the meaning of Section 3(d) of the "Fair 

Labor Standards Act" [29 U.S.C. § 203(d)], in that this individual Defendant acted 
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directly in the interests of Defendant employer in relatioh to the employees of Defendant 

employer, including Plaintiff. 

26. Defendant had operational control of the business and is thus jointly liable for Plaintiffs 

damages . 

27. Defendant v..illfully and intentionally refused to properly pay Plaintiffs wages as 

required by the law of the United States as set forth above and remains owing Plaintiff 

these wages since the commencement of Plaintiffs; employment with Defendant as set 

forth above. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FLSA and has done so willful1y, 

intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintif.fs rights; 

B. Award Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shown to be due fOT unpaid overtime 

wages for hours worked in excess of forty (40) weekly, with interest; and 

C. Award Plaintiff an equal amount in double damages/liquidated dan1ages; and 

D. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

E. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

COUNT III 
FLSA Retaliation Violation against 

ASTOR EB~S LLC 
d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 

28. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs l through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 
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29. 29 U.S.C. § 215(a)(3) of the FLSA states rhat it is a violation to "discharge or in any other 

manner discriminate against any employee because such employee has filed any 

complaint or instituted or caused to be instituted any proceeding under or related to this 

Act, or has testified or is about to testify in any such proceeding, or has served or is about 

to serve on an industry committee." 

30. Defendant's conduct as set forth above constitutes a violation of the FLSA's anti

retaliation provision. 

31. The motivating factor that caused Plaintiff's ad verse employment action as described 

above was Plaintiffs complaint regarding not being properly paid for all hours worked. 

32. The Defendant's conduct was in direct violation of the FLSA, and, as a direct result, 

Plaintiff has been damaged. 

33. Plaintiff is requesting Punitive Damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FLSA and has done so willfully, 

intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Enter judgment against Defendant for all back wages from the date of discharge to the 

present date and an equal amount of back wages as liquidated damages, and; 

C. Enter judgment against Defendant for all front wages until Plaintiff becomes 65 years 

of age; and 

D. Enter an award against Defendant and award Plaintiff compensatory damages for 

mental anguish, personal sutrering, and Joss of e~joym~nt oflife; 

E. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 
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F. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Cotut deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

COUNT IV 
FLSA Retaliation Violation agaiTZsl 

DAVID J. HART 

73 . Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

74. 29 U.S.C. § 215(a)(3) of the FLSA states that it is a violation to "discharge or in any 

other manner ctiscriminate against any employee because such employee has filed any 

cotnplaint or instituted or caused to be instituted any proceeding under or related to this 

Act, or has testified or is about to testify in any such proceeding, or has served or is about 

to serve on an industry committee.'' 

75. Defendant's conduct as set forth above constitutes a violation of the FLSA's anti-

retaliation provision. 

76. The motivating factor that caused Plaintiffs adverse employment action as described 

above was Plaintiffs complaint regarding not being properly paid for all hours worked. 

77. The Defendant's conduct was in direct violation of the FLSA, and, as a direct result, 

Plaintiff has been damaged. 

78. Plaintiff is requesting Punitive Damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has viblated the FLSA and has done so willfully, 

intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Enter judgment against Defendant for all back wages from the date of discharge to the 

present date and an equal amount of back wages as liquidated damages. and; 
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C. Enter judgment against Defendant for all front wages llltil Plaintiff becomes 65 years 

ofage; and 

D. Enter an award against Defendant and award Plaintiff compensatory damages for 

mental anguish, personal sutiering, and loss of enjoyment oflife; 

E. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, together with. a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

F. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper W1der the 

circumstances. 

COUNT V 
FMWA Violation against 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC 
d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 

79. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full here.in. 

80. This action is brought by Plaintiff and other similarly-situated individuals to recover from 

the Defendant tmpaid minimum wage compensation, as well as an additional amount as 

liquidated damages. costs, and reasonable attorney's fees under the provisions of the 

FMWA: and specifically under the provisions of Fla. Stat. § 448.110. 

81. Defendant business activities involve those to which the florida Minimum Vlage Law 

applies. 

82. Plaintiff seeks to recover for unpaid minimum wages accumulated from the date of hire 

and/or from five (5) years from the date of the filing of this complaint. Florida's hourly 

minimum wage in 2010 was $7.25; in 2011 was $7.31; in 2012 was $7.67; in 2013 was 

$7.79; in 2014 was $7.93; and in 2015 is $8.05. 
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83. Defendant knew and/or showed reckless disregard of the provisions of the FMWA 

concerning the payment of minimum wages as required by the FMW A and remain owing 

Plaintiff these wages since the commencement of Plaintiffs employment with Defendant 

as set fmth above. As such. Plaintiff is entitled to recover double damages . 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FMW A and has done so 

willfully, intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Award Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shown to be due for unpaid minimum 

wages, with interest; and 

C. Award Plaintiff an equal amount in double damages/liquidated damages; and 

D. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, together with reasonable attorneys' fees; and 

E. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circumstances . 

COUNT VI 
FMWA Violation against 

DAVID J. HART 

84. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs I through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

85. At the times mentioned, Defendant was, and is now, a corporate officer of corporate 

Defendant, ASTOR EB~S LLC. 

86. Defendant was an employer of Plaintiff within the meaning of the Florida Minimum 

Wage Law. 

87. Defendant had operational control of the business and is thus jointly liable for Plaintiff's 

damages . 
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88. Defendant willfully and intentionally refused to properly pay PlaintitTs wages as 

required by the Jaw of the United States as set fmth above and remains owing Plaintiff 

these wages since the commencement of Plaintiffs employment with Defendants as set 

forth above. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FMW A and has done so 

willflllly, intentionally and v.-i.th reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Award Plaintiff actual damages in the amount sho\.vn to be due for unpaid minimum 

wages; and 

C. Award Plain tiff an equal amount in double damages/liquidated damages; and 

D. Award Plaintiff the costs of this acti011. together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

E. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

COUNT VII 
FMWA Retaliation Violation against 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC 
d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 

89. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

90. Defendant's conduct as set forth above constitutes a violation of the FMWA ·s anti-

retaliation provision. 

91. The motivating factor that caused Plaintiff's adverse employment action as described 

above was Plaintiff's complaint regarding not being properly paid for all hours worked. 
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96. The Defendant's conduct was in direct violation of the FMW A, and, as a direct result, 

Plaintiff has been damaged. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FMW A and has done so 

willfully, intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Enter judgment against the Defendant for all back wages from the date of discharge to 

the present date and an equal amount of back wages as liquidated damages, and; 

C. Enter judgment against the Defendant for all front wages until Plaintiffs become 65 

years of age; and 

D. Enter an award against Defendant and award Plaintiff compensatory damages for 

mental anguish1 personal suffering, and loss of enjoyment of life; 

E. Award Plaintiff the costs ofthis action, together with reasonable attorneys' fees; and 

F. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Cow1 deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

13 
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JURY DEMAND 

Plaintiff demands trial by jury of all issues triable as of right by jury. 

Dated: _ _jjl_7 /( ,b 

14 

Anthony M. Georges-Pierre, Esq. 
Florida Bar No. 533637 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC 
44 West Flagler St., Suite 2200 
Miami, FL 33130 
Telephone: 305-416-5000 
Facsimile: 305-416-5005 
agp@.rgpa ttomevs.oom 
~tisco@rgpattomeys.com 
rregueiro@rgpattomeys.corn 
pn@xgpaltorneys. com 
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Filing# 33194590 E-Filed 10/13/2015 05:54:05 PM 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 11TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR MIAMI
DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 

CASE No.: 
RAMSEY PIMENTEL, 
and other similarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff 

v. 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 
a Florida Profit Corporation, and KARIM MASRI, individually, 
and KHALED S. MASRI, individually, 

Defendants. 

----------------------------~' 
COMPLAINT 

Plaintiff RAMSEY PIMENTEL ("Plaintiff'), by and through the undersigned counsel, 

hereby sues Defendants, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP dlb/a HOTEL ASTOR a Florida 

Limited Liability Company, and KARIM MASRI, individually, and KHALED S. MASRJ, 

individually, collectively ("Defendants"), and in support avers as follows: 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 

1. This is an action by the Plaintiff for damages exceeding $15,000 excluding attorneys' 

fees or costs for unpaid wages and retaliation under the Fair Labor Standards Act, 29 

U.S.C. §§ 201-219 ("FLSA") and the Florida Minimum Wage Act, Fla. Stat.§ 448.110 

("FMWA"). 

2. This Court has jurisdiction over Plaintiffs FLSA claims pursuant to the 29 U.S.C. § 216. 
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3. Plaintiff was at all times relevant to this action, and continues to be, a resident of Miami 

Dade County Florida, within the jurisdiction of this Honorable Court. Plaintiff is a 

covered employee for purposes of the FLSA and FMW A. 

4. Defendant ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR a Florida Profit 

Corporation, having its main place of business in Miami Dade County, Florida, where 

Plaintiff worked for Defendant and at all times material hereto was and is engaged in 

interstate commerce. 

5. Defendant, KARIM MASRI, is a corporate officer of, and exercised operational control 

over the activities of, corporate Defendant, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a 

HOTEL ASTOR. 

6. Defendant KHALED S. MASRI, is a corporate officer of, and exercised operational 

control over the activities of, corporate Defendant, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a 

HOTEL ASTOR. 

7. Venue is proper in Miami Dade County because all of the actions that form the basis of 

this Complaint occurred within Miami Dade County and payment was due in Miami 

Dade County. 

8. Declaratory, injunctive, legal and equitable relief sought pursuant to the laws set forth 

above together with attorneys' fees, costs and damages. 

9. All conditions precedent for the filing of this action before this Court have been 

previously met, including the exhaustion of all pertinent administrative procedures and 

remedies. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS 

10. Plaintiff performed work for Defendants as a food and beverage non- exempt employee 

from on or about February 2014, through on or about August 12, 2014. 
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11. Plaintiff was not paid the proper minimum wage rate as proscribed by the laws of the 

United States and the State of Florida. 

12. Plaintiff was not paid any compensation for approximately the last three months worked. 

In addition, Defendant also owes Plaintiff a percentage of commissions for services 

provided by Plaintiff during his employment. 

13. On or about August 12, 2014, Plaintiff complained about Defendants' improper payment 

of wages. Defendants terminated Plaintiff the same day in direct retaliation for the 

protected activity described. 

COUNT I 
FMWA Vwlatiqn against 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 

14. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

15. This action is brought by Plaintiff and other similarly-situated individuals to recover from 

the Defendant unpaid minimum wage compensation, as well as an additional amount as 

liquidated damages, costs, and reasonable attorney's fees under the provisions of the 

FMW A, and specifically under the provisions of Fla. Stat. § 448.110. 

16. Defendant business activities involve those to which the Florida Minimum Wage Law 

applies. 

17. Plaintiff seeks to recover for Wipaid minimum wages accumulated from the date of hire 

and/or from five (5) years from the date of the filing of this complaint. Florida's hourly 

minimum wage in 2010 was $7.25; in 2011 was $7.31; in 2012 was $7.67; in 2013 was 

$7.79; in 2014 was $7.93; and in 2015 is $8.05. 

18. Defendant knew and/or showed reckless disregard of the provisions of the FMWA 

concerning the payment of minimum wages as required by the FMW A and remain owing 
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Plaintiff these wages since the commencement of Plaintiffs employment with Defendant 

as set forth above. As such, Plaintiff is entitled to recover double damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FMW A and has done so 

willfully, intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiff rights; 

B. Award Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shown to be due for unpaid minimum 

wages, with interest; and 

C. Award Plaintiff an equal amount in double damages/liquidated damages; and 

D. Award Plaintiff the costs ofthis action, together with reasonable attorneys' fees; and 

E. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

COUNT II 
FMWA Violation against 

KARIM MASRI 

19. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

20. At the times mentioned, Defendant was, and is now, a corporate officer of corporate 

Defendant, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR. 

21. Defendant was an employer of Plaintiff within the meaning of the Florida Minimum 

Wage Law. 

22. Defendant had operational control of the business and is thus jointly liable for Plaintiffs 

damages. 

23. Defendant willfully and intentionally refused to properly pay Plaintiff's wages as 

required by the law of the United States as set forth above and remains owing Plaintiff 

these wages since the commencement of Plaintiff's employment with Defendants as set 
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forth above. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FMWA and has done so 

willfully, intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Award Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shown to be due for unpaid minimum 

wages; and 

C. Award Plaintiff an equal amount in double damages/liquidated damages; and 

D. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

E. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

COUNT III 
FMWA Violation against 

KHALED S. MASRI 

24. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

ofthis complaint as if set out in full herein. 

25. At the times mentioned, Defendant was, and is now, a corporate officer of corporate 

Defendant, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR .. 

26. Defendant was an employer of Plaintiff within the meaning of the Florida Minimwn 

Wage Law. 

27. Defendant had operational control of the business and is thus jointly liable for Plaintiffs 

damages. 

28. Defendant willfully and intentionally refused to properly pay Plaintiff's wages as 

required by the law of the United States as set forth above and remains owing Plaintiff 
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these wages since the commencement of Plaintiffs employment with Defendants as set 

forth above. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FMWA and has done so 

willfully, intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Award Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shown to be due for unpaid minimum 

wages; and 

C. A ward Plaintiff an equal amount in double damages/liquidated damages; and 

D. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

E. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

COUNT IV 
FMWA Retaliation Violation against 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 

29. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

30. Defendant's conduct as set forth above constitutes a violation of the FMWA' s anti-

retaliation provision. 

31. The motivating factor that caused Plaintiffs adverse employment action as described 

above was Plaintiff's complaint regarding not being properly paid for all hours worked. 

32. The Defendant's conduct was in direct violation of the FMWA, and, as a direct result, 

Plaintiff has been damaged. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 
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A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FMW A and has done so 

willfully, intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiff's rights; 

B. Enter judgment against Defendant for all back wages from the date of discharge to the 

present date and an equal amount of back wages as liquidated damages, and; 

C. Enter judgment against Defendant for all front wages until Plaintiff becomes 65 years 

ofage;and 

D. Enter an award against Defendant and award Plaintiff compensatory damages for 

mental anguish, personal suffering, and loss of enjoyment of life; 

E. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

F. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

COUNTV 
Wage & Hour Federal Statutory Violation against 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 

33. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

34. This action is brought by Plaintiff to recover from Defendant unpaid minimum wage 

compensation. as well as an additional amount as liquidated damages, costs, and 

reasonable attorney's fees under the provisions of29 U.S.C. § 201 et seq. 

35. Jurisdiction is conferred on this Court by Title 29 U.S.C. § 216(b). 

36. At all times pertinent to this Complaint, Defendant operated as an organization which 

sells and/or markets its services and/or goods to customers from throughout the United 

States and also provides its services for goods sold and transported from across state lines 
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of other states, and the Defendant obtains and solicits funds from non-Florida sources, 

accepts funds from non-Florida sources, uses telephonic transmissions going over state 

lines to do its business, transmits funds outside the State of Florida, and otherwise 

regularly engages in interstate commerce, particularly with respect to its employees. 

37. Upon information and belief, the annual gross revenue of the Defendant was at all times 

material hereto in excess of $500,000 per annum, and, by virtue of working in interstate 

commerce, otherwise satisfies the FLSA's coverage requirements. 

38. By reason of the foregoing, the Defendant is and was, during all times hereafter 

mentioned, an enterprise engaged in commerce or in the production of goods for 

commerce as defined in §§ 3 (r) and 3(s) of the FLSA, 29 U.S.C. § 203(r) and 203(s). 

Defendant's business activities involve those to which the Fair Labor Standards Act 

applies. The Plaintiffs work for the Defendant likewise affects interstate commerce. 

39. Plaintiff seeks to recover for unpaid wages accumulated from the date ofltire and/or from 

three (3) years from the date of the filing of this complaint. 

40. Defendant knew and/or showed reckless disregard of the pro\llSIOns of the FLSA 

concerning the payment of overtime wages as required by the Fair Labor Standards Act 

and remain owing Plaintiff these unpaid wages since the commencement of Plaintiff's 

employment with Defendant as set forth above. As such, Plaintiff is entitled to recover 

double damages. 

41. To the extent that Defendant never posted any notice, as required by the Fair Labor 

Standards Act and Federal Law, to inform employees of their federal rights to overtime 

and minimum wage payments, the statute of limitations for Plaintiffs FLSA claims is 

equitably tolled. See, e.g., Cruz v. Maypa, 773 F.3d 138, 147 (4th Cir. 2014) (extending 

failure~to-post tolling in the ADEA context to the FLSA); Yu G. Ke v. Saigon Grill, Inc., 
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595 F. Supp. 2d 240, 259 (S.D.N.Y. 2008) ("[F]ailure to provide required notice of the 

governing legal requirements may be a sufficient basis for tolling."); Kamens v. Summit 

Stainless, Inc., 586 F. Supp. 324, 328 (E.D. Pa. 1984) ("An employer's failure to post a 

statutorily required notice of this type tolls the running of any period of limitations."). 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FLSA and has done so willfully, 

intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Award Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shown to be due for unpaid minimum 

compensation wage for hours worked, with interest; 

C. Award Plaintiff an equal amount in double damages/liquidated damages; 

D. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

E. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

COUNT VI 
Wage & Hour Federal Statutory Violation against 

KARIM MASRI 

42. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

43. At the times mentioned, Defendant was, and is now, a corporate officer of corporate 

Defendant, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR. 

44. Defendant was an employer of Plaintiff within the meaning of Section 3(d) of the "Fair 

Labor Standards Act" [29 U.S.C. § 203(d)], in that this individual Defendant acted 

directly in the interests of Defendant employer in relation to the employees of Defendant 

employer, including Plaintiff. 
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45. Defendant had operational control of the business and is thus jointly liable for Plaintiffs 

damages. 

46. Defendant willfully and intentionally refused to properly pay Plaintiff minimum wages as 

required by the law of the United States as set forth above and remains owing Plaintiff 

these min wages since the commencement of Plaintiff's employment with Defendant as 

set forth above. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FLSA and has done so willfully, 

intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiff's rights; 

B. Award Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shown to be due for unpaid wages and 

for hours worked with interest; and 

C. Award Plaintiff an equal amount in double damages/liquidated damages; and 

D. Enter an award against Defendant and award Plaintiff compensatory damages for 

mental anguish, personal suffering, and loss of enjoyment of life; 

E. Require Defendant to reinstate Plaintiff to his position at the rate of pay and with the 

full benefits she would have, had she not been discriminated against by Defendant, or 

in lieu of reinstatement, award her front pay; 

F. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

G. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 
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COUNT VII 
Wage & Hour Federal Statutory Violation against 

KHALED S. MASRI 

47. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

48. At the times mentioned, Defendant was, and is now, a corporate officer of corporate 

Defendant, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR. 

49. Defendant was an employer of Plaintiff within the meaning of Section 3(d) of the "Fair 

Labor Standards Act" [29 U.S.C. § 203(d)], in that this individual Defendant acted 

directly in the interests of Defendant employer in relation to the employees of Defendant 

employer, including Plaintiff. 

50. Defendant had operational control of the business and is thus jointly li!;l.ble for Plaintiffs 

damages. 

51. Defendant willfully and intentionally refused to properly pay Plaintiff minimum wages as 

required by the law of the United States as set forth above and remains owing Plaintiff 

these min wages since the commencement of Plaintiffs employment with Defendant as 

set forth above. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FLSA and has done so 

willfully, intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Award Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shown to be due for unpaid wages 

and for hams worked with interest; and 

C. Award Plaintiff an equal amount in double damages/liquidated damages; and 

D. Enter an award against Defendant and award Plaintiff compensatory damages for 

mental anguish, personal suffering, and loss of enjoyment oflife; 
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E. Require Defendant to reinstate Plaintiff to his position at the rate of pay and with 

the full benefits she would have, had she not been discriminated against by 

Defendant, or in lieu of reinstatement, award her front pay; 

52. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

53. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

COUNTVlll 
FLSA Retaliation Violation against 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 

54. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

55. 29 U.S.C. § 21S(a)(3) of the FLSA states that it is a violation to "discharge or in any 

other manner discriminate against any employee because such employee has filed any 

complaint or instituted or caused to be instituted any proceeding under or related to this 

Act, or has testified or is about to testify in any such proceeding, or has served or is about 

to serve on an industry committee." 

56. Defendant's conduct as set forth above constitutes a violation of the FLSA's anti-

retaliation provision. 

57. The motivating factor that caused Plaintiff's adverse employment action as described 

above was Plaintiffs complaint regarding not being properly paid for all hours worked. 

58. The Defendant's conduct was in direct violation of the FLSA, and, as a direct result, 

Plaintiff has been damaged. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 
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A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FLSA and has done so willfully, 

intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Enter judgment against Defendant for all back wages from the date of discharge to the 

present date and an equal amount of back wages as liquidated damages, and; 

C. Enter judgment against Defendant for all front wages until Plaintiff becomes 65 years 

ofage;and 

D. Enter an award against Defendant and award Plaintiff compensatory damages for 

mental anguish, personal suffering, and loss of enjoyment oflife; 

E. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

F. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circmnstances. 

JURY DEMAND 

Plaintiff demands trial by jury of all issues triable as of right by jury. 

Dated f tJ /13 L{lll i {" 

Anthony M. Georges-Pierre, Esq. 
Florida Bar No. 533637 
agp@rgpattomeys.com 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC 
44 West Flagler St., Suite 2200 
Miami, FL 33130 
Telephone: 305-416-5000 
Facsimile: 305-416-5005 



Case 1:16-cv-25149-DPG   Document 1-2   Entered on FLSD Docket 12/12/2016   Page 38 of 112

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 1111-1 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR MIAMI
DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 

CASE No.: 

and other sinrilarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff 

v. 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 
a Florida Profit Corporation, and KARIM MASRI, individually, 
and KHALED S. MASRI, individually, 

Defendants. 

----------------------------~/ 
SUMMONS IN A CIVIL CASE 

TO: ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP through its Registered Agent: 

KARIMMASRl 
1691 MICHIGAN AVE 
325 
MIAMI BEACH FLORIDA 33139 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to serve upon PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY 

ANTHONY M. GEORGES-PIERRE, ESQ. 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC. 
44 WEST FLAGLER STREET 
SUITE2200 
MIAMI, FL 33130 

an answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon you, within 20 days after service of 
this summons upon you, exclusive ofthe day of service. Ifyou fail to do so,judgment by default 
will be taken against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. You must also file your 
answer with the Clerk of this Court within a reasonable period of time after service. 

CLERK DATE 

(BY) DEPUTY CLERK 
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RAMSEY PIMENTEL, 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 11TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR MIAMI
DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 

CASE No.: 

and other similarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff 

v. 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 
a Florida Profit Corporation, and KARIM MASRI, individually, 
and KHALED S. MASRI, individually, 

Defendants. 

----------------------------~/ 

TO: 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL CASE 

through its Registered Agent: 

KARIM MASRI 
1691 MICHIGAN AVE 
325 
MIAMI BEACH FLORIDA 33139 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to serve upon PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY 

ANTHONY M. GEORGES-PIERRE, ESQ. 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC. 
44 WEST FLAGLER STREET 
SUITE 2200 
MIAMI, FL 33130 

an answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon you, within 20 days after service of 
this summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service. If you fail to do so, judgment by default 
will be taken against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. You must also file your 
answer with the Clerk of this Court within a reasonable period of time after service. 

CLERK DATE 

(BY) DEPUTY CLERK 
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RAMSEY PIMENTEL, 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE lln1 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR MIAMI
DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 

CASE No.: 

and other similarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff 

V. 

ASTOR WASIDNGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 
a Florida Profit Corporation, and KARIM MASRI, individually, 
and KHALED S. MASRI, individually, 

Defendants. 

----------------------------~/ 

TO: 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL CASE 

through its Registered Agent: 

K.HALED S. MASRI 
1691 MICHIGAN AVE 
325 
MIAMI BEACH FLORIDA 33139 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to serve upon PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY 

ANTHONY M. GEORGES-PIERRE, ESQ. 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC. 
44 WEST FLAGLER STREET 
SUITE2200 
MIAMI, FL 33130 

an answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon you, within 20 days after service of 
this summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service. If you fail to do so, judgment by default 
will be taken against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. You must also file your 
answer with the Clerk of this Court within a reasonable period of time after service. 

CLERK DATE 

(BY) DEPUTY CLERK 
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Filing# 34381737 E-Filed 11/12/20~5 03:00:34 PM 
"a::. 1 '")"' yr·· ~'-"· w ""''-

State of FLORIDA County of DADI! Ctroult Court 

Case Nomber. 2015-023617CA01 

Plaintiff: 
RAMSEY PIMENTEL 

vs. 
Defendant: 
ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP, eT AL. 

For: 
Anthony M. Georges-Pierre 
REM R & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC 
44 W. Flagler Slntet 
Ste2200 
Miami, FL 33130 

Received by OJF SERVICES, tNC. on the 18th day of October, 2015 al 9:50am to be served on ~IM MASRI. 
1191 MICHIGAN AVE, 325, MIAMI BEACH, FL 33131. 

I, JOHN BETANCOURT, do hereby affirm that on the 1oth day of November, 2015~at 1~15 pm, 1: 

INDIVIOU'AUPERSONAL: served by delivetlog a true' copy of lhe SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT to: KARIM 
MASRI at the address of: 508 W. or.LDO DRIVE, MIAMI BEACH, FL 33139 with lh date and hour of serv~ 
endorsed thereon by me. and informed satd person of the contents therein, in compliance wlth state statutes. 

I CERTIFY THAT I AM OVER THE AGE OF 18, HAVE NO INTEREST IN THE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I AM A 
CERTIFIED PROCESS SERVER, IN GOOD STANDING, IN THE JUDICIAL CJRCUIT IN WHICH THE PROCESS 
WAS SERVED. ftUNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING 
(DOCUMENT) AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN IT ME TRUE, 92.525. 

OJF SERVICES, INC. 
13727 s.w. 1!2nd Street 
P.M.8.354 
Miami, FL 33177 
(786) 293·5750 
our Job Serial Number: 0Jf'..201501~902 

11111111111111111111111 11 111UI H 

https:/ /clerknet3 .miami-dadeclerk.com/ocsNiewerHTML5 .aspx?QS=B6%2f9EwnZlliih... 12/12/2016 
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RAMSEY PIMENTEL, 
and other slmilatly situated indiViduals, 

Plaintiff 

v. 

INTtmCJRCUITCOURTOFTHE ll.,... 
JUDIClAL CIRCUIT, JN AND FOR MIAMI
DADE COUNTY. FLORIDA 

OENRRAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 

-"''O\S ... Ql&lD\1 C.ft 0\ 
CASBNo.: L 

u/lo(,5" 
1t '']. .. :'Z,./1-

Defendant . 
q·)t7pfi/ 

---------------------------~' ~MMON IN A CIVIL CASE 
:j<S: 

TO: -· ~ j 

t<ARlMMASRI 
169-1-MietffGK AVE 
~ 

., 

rMlA:Mf BEACH PLCJ.tlDA.:\313~ 

) 

"' 
,.. . . . t= r ., ; 

YOU AU HEREBY SUMl\IONED and required to $etve upon PLAIN1lFF1S Ari'ORNEY 
. o~ 

~TiiONY M GEORGES-PIERRE, ESQ. 
MMER & GEOROBS-PIERRB, PLLC. 
44 WEST FLAGLER STREET 
SlJITE2200 
MIAMI, FL 33130 . 

m answer to the compla.int which is herewith served upon yo~ within 20 dan after service of 
this summons upo11 you, exclusive of I be day of ~ce. If you fail to do so, judgment by defa~lt 
will be taken against you for the re!lef de(Jlanded in tho oomplaint. You must also tile your 
answer with the Clerk of this~ within a reaso)1 blc period. of time after service. 

:·1:1., '' •• ,t,.... I. 

I, 

https://clerknet3 .miami-dadeclerk.com/ocs/ViewerHTML5.aspx?QS==B6%2£9EwnZlliih .. . 

•7 

lt.t'?o2. 

12/12/2016 
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Filing# 34381737 E-Filed 11/1212015 03:00:34 PM 
n.c;: 1 un.•• ur .;;~~~n v 1vr;;. 

State of FLORIDA County Qf DADE Circuit Court 

Case Number: 2015-023617CA01 

Plaintiff: 
RAMSEY PIMENTEL 
va. 
1Defendant: 
ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP, ET AL. 

For. 
Anthony M. Georges..Pferre 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC 
-44 W. Flagler Street 
Ste2200 
Mlaml,FL33130 

RecelVed by OJF SERVICES, INC. on the 16th day Of October, 2016 at 9:50 am to be served on ASTOR 
WASHINGTON CORP, 1691 MICHIGAN AVE, 3Z5, MIAMI BEACH, FL 33~l9. 

I, JOHN BETANCOURT, do hereby affirm that on the 10th dayofNowmbtt, 2015 at9:15 pm. 1: 

CORPORATE: Mrved by delivering B true copy of the SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT with the date and hour of 
service endorsed lh«eon by me. to; KARIM MASRI ae REGISTERED AGENT for ASTOR WASHINGTON 
CORP, at the address of: 508 W. DILDO DRIVE, MIAMI BEACH, FL. 33139, and informed said person of the 
contents therein, in compliance wtth state statutes. 

I CERTIFY THAT I N.A OVER THE AGE OF 18, HAVE NO INTERES'r IN THE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I Nil A 
CERTIFIED PROCESS SERVER, IN GOOD STANDING, tN THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN WHICH THE PROCESS 
WAS SERVED. "UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING 
(DOCUMENT) AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN IT ARE TRUE. 92.525. 

OJF ERvtCEB, INC. 
13727 S.W. 152nd street 
P.M.B .• 354 
Miami, FL 33177 
(786) 293-5750 
our Job Serial Number: OJF-20115014904 

Ill I liM II IIIlO DB 

https ://clerknet3 .miami-dadeclerk.com/ocsNiewerHTML5 .aspx?QS=B6%2f9EwnZIIiih... 12/12/2016 
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RAMSEY PIMENTEL, 

IN Tim CIRCUIT COUR.T OJ;' Tim 1 J TH 
JUD!ClAL ClltCUIT • IN AND FOR MIAMl~ 
DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 
,...A,. 0\ 

CASENo.: 20\S · D23~ \1 '-". 

and othet stmilarly situa.ted individuals, 

Plaintiff 

"'· 
ASTOR W ASHlNGTON CORP d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 
a Florida Profit Coxponnion, and KARIM MASRJ, individually, 
and KHALED S. MASRI, individually. 

Decfendants. 

----------------~------~' $UM:MONS IN A CIVJL CASE 
' 

... 

TO: ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP tbrougb. its Registered Agent 
r 

KARIM MASRI 
~ 69.1-MlGHIGAN·AVB 
32s----· 
~FLORIDA33l39 

i 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMM~ED and required to serve upon PLAfNTJFF•s A TIORNEY 

ANTHONY M. GE!.OROES-PIRI.l.RB, ESQ. 
RBMER & OEOROES·PlERRB, PLLC. 
44 :WEST FLAG-LER STREET 
SUITE2200 
M~l, FL 33130 

an D.llSwt!r to the oompiamt whlqll is herewith served upon you, witWn ZO dJ!Yii after sel:Vice of 
this su,mmons upon yon, exclw:i~c ofthe day of service. If you fail to do so,judgmentby default 
will be taken aga.~nst you for ~e relief demanded in the cotnplabrt. You must !t1so fikl your 
answer with the Clerk of this CoUrt within a reasonable period oftimo after"rvice, 

~ 

Page 2 of2 

. ... ... 

https://clerknet3.miami-dadeclerk.com/ocsNiewerHTML5.aspx?QS=B6%2f9EwnZlliih... 12/12/2016 
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Filing# 34687118 E-Filed 11/19/2015 05:31:12 PM 
t<t: I Ut<N Ot- :;s t;KVtt; t: 

State of FLORIDA County of DADE errcult Cot.~rt 

Case Number. 201o.023611CA01 

Plaintiff: 
RAMSEY PSMENT1:L 
vs, 

Defendant: 
ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP, ET Al. 

FOr: 
Anthony M. Goorgas-Prerre 
REMER & GEORGE8-PIERRE. PLL.C 
44 W. Flagler S!reet 
Ste 2200 
Miami, Fl 33130 

Received by OJF SERVICES, INC, on lhe 16th day of OCtober, 2:015 at 9:50am to be santed Oil ASTOR 
WASHINGTON CORP, 1891 MICHIGAN AVE, 325, MIAMI BEACH, FL 33139. 

I, JOHN e ANCOURT, do hereby affirm !hat on the 10th day af November, 2015 at 9:15pm, t: 

CORPORATE: served by delivering a !rlle copy of the SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT with the date and hour of 
service endorsed thereo by me, to: KARIM MASRI as REGISTERED AGENT for ASTOR WASHINGTON 
CORP, at !he address of: $08 W. DILDO DRIVE, WI !.AMI BEACH, Fl33138, and informed said person of the 
contents therein, In compliance with state statutes. 

I CERnFY THAT I AM OVER THE AGE OF 18, HAVE NO INTEREST IN THE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I AM A 
CERTIFIED PROCESS SERVER. IN GOOD STANDING, IN HE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN WHICH THE PROCESS 
WAS SERVED "UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING 
(DOCUMENT) AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN IT ARE TRUE, 92,&25. 

OJf ERVICES, INC. 
13727 S.W. t$2nd Street 
P.M.B. 354 
Miami, FL 33177 
(711)~57~ 
Our Job Serial Number: OJF·2015014904 

DI IIJIIIIIIIIII IIIII I liB II 

https://clerknet3 .miami-dadeclerk.com/ocsNiewerHTMLS.aspx?QS=B6%2f9EwnZlliih.. . 12/12/2016 
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Filing# 34687192 -Filed 11/1912015 05:32:45 PM 
ru: I UKN Ut" ~t::KVJ\,.;t: 

Stat& of FLORIDA County of DADE Circuit Court 

case Number: 2015-023617CA01 

Plaintiff: 
RAMSEY PIMEN'TJ:L 
vs. 
Defendant: 
ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP, ET AI.. 

For. 
Anthony M. Georgas·Pterre 
REMeR & GEORGES.PIERRE, PLLC 
44 W. Flagler Street 
Ste 2200 
Miami. FL 33130 

Receii/Eid by OJF SERVICES, INC. 0!'1 the 16th day of October, 2015 at 9:50 em to De served on KARIM MASRf, 
1691 MICHIGAN AVE, 325, MIAMI BEACH. FL 33139. 

:t, JOHN BETANCOURT, do hereby affirm that on the 1 otb day of NovtmMr. 2015 at 9:15pm, l; 

JNDtVIDUAUPERSONAL:. served by deliver~ a true copy of the SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT to: KARIM 
MASRt at the addreaa of: 508 W. DILDO DRIVE, MIAMI BEACH, FL 33131 with the dale and hour r:t setVice 
endorsed thereon by me. and Informed said person of the contents lhereln, in compliance With 6tale statutes. 

1 CERTIFY THAT I AM OVER THE AGE OF 18, HAVE NO INTEREST IN THE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I AM A 
CER11FIED PROCESS SERVER, IN GOOD STANDING, lN THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN WHICH THE PROCESS 
WAS SERVED. "UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, I DECL.AAE THAT J HAVE READ THE FOREGoiNG 
(DOCUMENT)ANOTHATTHE FACTS STATED lN IT ARE TRUE. 92.525. 

OJF SERVICES, INC. 
13721 S.W. U2nd Street 
P.M.B. 354 
Miami, FL 33177 
{78e) 293-5750 
OUr Job Senal Number: OJF-2015014902 

11101111 

https://clerknet3.miami-dadeclerk.com/ocs/ViewerHTML5.aspx?QS=B6%2f9EwnZlliih... 12/12/2016 
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Filing# 37111865 E-Filed 01/281201611:35:14 AM 
ru: 'u ru-. ur- ~en. vn .. c. 

8tUa of FLORIDA County gf DADE ~It Court 

case Number. 201S.023617CA01 

Plarnulf: 
RAMSEY PIMENTEL 
V$. 

Defendant: 
ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP, ET AL. 

For: 
Anthony M. Georges-Plene 
REMER & GEORGEs-PIERRE. PLlC 
44 W. Flagler Slrael 
Ste2200 
Miami, FL 33130 

Raoeivad byOJF SERVICES, INC. on the 161h day of Oafober, 2015 at 9:50am to be served on KAI;IIM MASRI, 
1891 MiCHIGAN AVE. 328, MIAMI BEACH, FL 33139. 

I, JOHN BETANCOURT, do hereby affirm that on the 1oth day of November, 2D15 at 9:15pm, I! 

INDIVIDUAUPERSONAL: served by de~veting e true copy of the SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT to: KARIM 
MASRl at the addresS of: 508 W. DILDO DRM!, MIAMI BI!ACH, FL 33-139 wlth the date and hour of service 
endor e<l U1ereon by lm', and Informed U[d person of the contents therein, in oompl nee with stale statutes. 

I CERTIFY THAT I Nit OVER THE AGE OF 18, HAVE NO INTERE$T IN THE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I AM A 
CERTIFIED PROCESS SERVER, IN GOOD STANDING, IN THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN WHICH TliE PROCESS 
WAS SERVED. "UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, J DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ ntE FO~GOJNG 
(DOCUMENT) AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN IT ARE TRUE, 92.625. 

OJF SERVICES. JNC. 
13727 S.W. 152nd Street 
P.M.B. 3S4 
Mlaml, FL 33177 
(786) 293-5750 
Our Job Serl81 Number: OJF-2015014902 

https://clerknet3 .miami-dadeclerk.com/ocs/ViewerHTMLS .aspx?QS=B6%2f9EwnZlliih... 12/12/2016 
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Filing# 37111996 -Filed 01/28/2016 11 :36:18 AM 

State of FLOR1DA 

Ce" Number: 2016-023e17CA01 

Pt•lntlff: 
RAMSEY PWeMTS.. 
\111. 

Defendant: 
ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP, 1!1' AL. 

For: 
Anthony M. Georges·Pierre 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PllC 
44 W. Flagler StrMt 
Ste2200 
Mlaml, Fl 33130 

, ~I:. I UKN Ur- DI:J'SYI\,11: 

County of OADE 

Received byOJF SERVICES, INC. on the 161hdayof0ctober, 2015 at9:80 am t.obe St:l~ed on ASTOR 
WASHINGTON CORP, 1691 MlCHIGAN AVE, 325, MIAMI BEACH, Fl33139. 

I, JOHN BETANCOURT, do heraby affirm that on the 10th day of NovemiMtr, 2015 at1:15 pm,l: 

CORPORATE: served by del1verfn9 a true copy of1he SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT with the date and hour of 
service endorsed thereon by me, to: KARIM MASRI as REGISTERED AGENT for ASTOR WASHINGTON 
CORP, al the address of: 508 W. DILDO DRIVE, MIAMl BEACH, Fl 33139, ancl informed aald person of lhe 
content!; therein, In compliance Wlfh sta1e statutes, 

Page 1 of 1 

I CERT1FY THAT I AM OVER THE AGE Of 18, HAVE NO INTEREST IN THE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I AM A 
CERTIFIED PROCESS SERVER. IN GOOD STAND1NG, IN THE JUDJCtAL. CIRCUIT IN WHICH THE PROCESS 
WAS SERVED. "UNDER PeNALTY OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING 
(DOCUMENT) AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN IT ARE TRUE. ~525. 

OJF ERVICES, INC. 
13727 s.w. 152nd Strvet 
P.M.B.3&4 
Mieml, Fl33177 
(788) 2:93-&750 
Our Job Serial Number. OJF-201 !5014904 

Ill miiiiiiiii~IIIUUitlftUIIt 

httos://clerknet3.miami-dadeclerk.com/ocsNiewerHTML5.aspx?QS=B6%2f9EwnZlliih... 12/12/2016 
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· Filing# 38289159 -Filed 02/2512016 03:56:52 PM 
RETURN OF SERVICE 

et.t. or FLORIDA County of DADE ClfClilt Court 

C'Aia Number. 2016-023617CA01 

PlaTnUif: 
RAMSEY PIIII&NTEL 
Y8. 

oerenc.tent 
ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP, ET AL 

For. 
Anthonv M. t3eorgea-Pierre 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PUC 
« W. Flagler Stroot 
Ste 2200 
Mien, FL !3130 

f\ocelved bV OJF SEFMC.ES, INC. on the 16th day of October, 2015 at 9:50am to be served on ~IM MASR:t. 
1691 MICHIGAN AVE, 325, MIAMI BEACH, FL 33139. 

l, JOHN BETANCOURT, de heMby aftirtn that on the 10th day of Nov mbor, 2015 «t 9:16pm, 1: 

lNDJVIDUAUPERSONAL: served by delivering a true copy of the SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT to; KARlM 
MASRI at tho address of: 1508 W. OILOO DRIVE, MIAMI BEACH, Fl. 33139 with the date and hour of service 
endorsed thereon by m~. and Informed said person of the contents therein, In compliance With state statutes. 

I CERTIFY THAT I AM OVER THE AGE OF 18, HAVE NO INTERJ:ST IN l}IE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I AM A 
CERTIFIED PROCESS SERVER. IN GOOD STANDING, IN THE JUDICIAL CIRCU!r IN WHICH THE PROCESS 
WAS SERVED. "UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE' READ THE FOREGOING 
(DOCUMENT) AND THAT THE FACTS STAlED IN IT ARE TRUE, 92.525. 

OJF SI!RVICES. IIC. 
13727 8.W~ 1S2nd Stre4tt 
P.M.B.354 
Nltml, A. 38117 
(116} ~3-6750 
our .lob Serial Number: OJ..,_20115014902 

IIIII IlD II 111111111 U UIIDII 

httos://clerknet3 .miami-dadeclerk.com/ocsNiewerHTML5 .aspx?QS=B6%2f9EwnZlliih... 12/12/2016 
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Filing# 38289397 E-Filed 02/25/2016 03;58:43 PM 
RETURN OF SERVICE 

State of FLORIDA County Of DAPE Circuit Court 

Case Number: 2016-023617CA01 

P~adntlff: 
RAMSEY PIMENTEL 
Vil. 

Defendant: 
ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP, ET AL. 

For: 
Anthoi'\Y M. Georges·Pierre 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PlLC 
44 W. Flagler Street 
S1e2200 
Mlanll, Fl 33130 

Recewed by OJF SERVfCES,lNC, on tfle 16th day of october, 2015 at 9~50 am to be served on KARIM MASRI, 
1881 MICHIGAN AVE. 32S, MIAMI BEACH, FL UU9 

I, JOHN BETANCOURT, do hereby affirm that on the 10th day ofNovembor, 2011at9:15 pm,.l: 

INDIVIDUAUPERSONAL: s&rved by deltverlng a true CQPY of the SUMMON$ AND COMPlAINT to: ~M 
MASRI at the addre" of; 608 W. DILDO DRIVE, MIAMI BEACH, FL 33139 wlth the dale and hour of sa!Vfce 
endorsed thereon by me, and informed said person of the oontents therein, in compliance with state statules. 

I CERTifY THAT I AM OVER THE AGE OF 18, HAVE NO INTEREST IN THE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I AM A 
CERTJFIEO PROCESS SERVER, IN GOOD STANDING, IN THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN \M-IlCH THE PROCESS 
WAS SERVED. "UNOf;R PENALTY OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT l HAVE READ THE FOREGOING 
(OOCUUENT}AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN lT ARE TRUE, 92.52!). 

JOHN BETANCOURT 
CPSS2212 

OJF SERViCES, INC, 
13727 $.W. 152nd Street 
P.M..B. 354 
Miami, FL. »111 
(786) 293-6750 
our Job Selia I Number. OJF~2015014902 

111 mn Hllltiiii iiiiiiiiUI ~ 

httos://clerknet3 .miami-dadeclerk.com/ocsNiewerHTMLS .aspx?QS=B6%2f9EwnZlliih... 12/12/2016 
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Filing# 39297440 E-Filed 03/22/2016 10:25:05 AM 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, 
and other similarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff(s ), 
v. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
11TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA 

Case No.2015-023617 CA 01 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 
a Florida Profit Corporation, and KARIM MASRI, individually, 
and KHALED S. MASRI, individually, 

Defendants. 

----------------------------·' 
MOTION FOR DEFAULT 

Plainti'tf, by and through undersigned counsel, move for entry of a default by the clerk in 

this action against the Defendants, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. and KARMIN MASRI., for 

failure to serve any paper on the undersigned or file any paper as required by law. 

Dated: _3~/-=2--=Z..::.____:_/-=-[-.~:.(p_ 

Anthony M. Georges-Pierre, Esq. 
Florida Bar Number: 533637 
Rainier Regueiro, Esq. 
Florida Bar Number: 1 15578 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC 
44 West Flagler Street, Suite 2200 
Miami, Florida 33130 
Phone: (305) 416-5000 
Fax: (305) 416·5005 
Email: agp@rgpattomeys.com 
rregueiro@rgpattorneys.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on 3 /2 2-/ I ~ a true and correct copy of the 

foregoing was fmnished via US Mail to the following: 

Astor Washington Corp. 
508 W. Dildo Drive 
Miami Beach, FL 33139 

Karmin Masri 
508 W. Dildo Drive 
Miami Beach, FL 33139 

Antbony M. Georges- 1erre, Esq. 
Florida Bar Number: 533637 
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RAMSEY PIMENTEL, 
and other similarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff(s)1 

v. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
11TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA 

Case No.2015-023617 CA 01 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 
a Florida Profit Corporation, and KARIM MASRI, individually, 
and KHALED S. MASRI, individually, 

Defendants. 

--------------------------~' 
DEFAULT 

A default is entered in this action against Defendants, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP., 

and KARMIN MASRI named in the foregoing motion, for failure to serve or file any paper as 

required by law. 

Dated on this ___ day of __________ , 20_. 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
(SEAL) 

As Clerk of the Court 

By: _____________________ ___ 

As Deputy Clerk 

---- ---· -·- - · -- ·- ... ...... ..... - __ , .. _,, ......... ···- .... " ' , .. _ . . .. .... _, ...... ·- ... ,_ ·-·"· .... -- ·-·· · ... _ ...... --·· -- -
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0 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR MIAMI·OADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

0 IN THE COUNTY COURT IN AND FOR MIAM~E COUNTY, FlORIDA. 

DMSK>N 

QCML 
0FAMILY 

0 DISTRICTS 

PUINTIFF(S)IPE'm'10NER(8) 

NOTICE OF DEFAULT NOT ENT1:RED 

VS. DI!FENDAHT(S)IRESPONDENT(S) 

"-tor Washington Corp 

:X 
> 
::::0 
N 
w 
~ 

::a: 
'-9 
r-

AMOTION FOR DEFAUlT WAS SlleMITlED A.l3AINST._· l<a:.=nm;;.;· ;_Mas=·;;;.n;;_' ---------------

A defallt Will nut be entered~ IN ·Ctm tgeiMl tllll der.nden1(t)/rMponder!t(a) far- or IIICif9 of lila lolloMnQ 1010111: 

A .CJ MOTION FOR OEFAUL T IS UttSIGNED OR DOES NOT HAVE JIH ORIGlNAL SIGNA lURE. 

B -0 ORIGINAL. NOTAAIZEO ~OF PUBUCATlON NEEDS TO BE FILED. 

C ·0 NEEDS F'AOOF OF SER\I!Ct:: 
1 -0 Our ~llh lndlc:e 110 ~ ~ GnMIIIM~a)/te.spo111Jenl5. ()hadL yocu moonlt. 
2-0 ~oowoiO.s.Moe~asperMJto1-02. 

Page 1 of 1 

~ .. ... 
:-J ~ 
'1 i 
r~ • :.: w:.. 
•t-

I. r~ 
";, 

_,, 

D .§II ~IUTARY AFFIDAVIT FOR. INOI\IIlUAI.. OEf'Et.OJWT{S)/RESPOloiDEHT{S) ~QUIRED. IF AfFIDAVIT IS ~ORPOAATED IN INITIAL 
PlEADlNGS, THE PLEADINO MUST BE ACKNQVo.\.EDGED UNDER OA,TH, 

E ·0 ANSWER OR OTHC:R PAPER FILED BY OEFENDANTS(S)IRESPOI\IDENTS(S). 

F • 0 'hE Cl.£~1( IS UNABlE TO ENlat A DEFAULT ON SERVIC£ BY PVBUCATlON FOR OfiE ~ MORE OF THE 
FOUOIIVI G REASONS: 

1 -0 No11ae of &tlion rn.aled by the Clel1t Ilea been retumect uncMllwred. 
2 -0 Realdence of defencltnt(a)Jraponden11(t) fl rinown. 

G -0 SUMMOHS S&R\IED ON : 

i -0 OUt« $1811 dlllilnGent ~·~- (1) 
a -0 Seatltlrfot S&alo.. 

CLERK NOT AU11+0RIZ£D TO l lflVI 'THIUlEF~UL 'f. 

3 -[J John and/or Jalle Doe 
• -[J UMnown l8n8nt 

H -CJ CLCAI< OOT Alfi'HORIZED TO ENTER lHE DEFAULT FOR ONE OF 'tHE FOLLOWING REASONS 
1 ·0 Aml.mded S8Mce Return 
2 • 0 lOIIt s..ntnana Alftdll'iil1'ilecl. 

I -C OTt!ERREASON(SjASFOLLOWS: ______________________ _ 

J -[J SUBMIT MOTION AND OR.OER TO JUDGE FOR DEFAULT NAiliNG DEFENDAN'I'(S)IRESPON.DE.NT{S) TOilE 
OEFAIJl TEO. 

PlEASEATTACHACOf'VOf'QISNonc.OI'DEFAIII.TNQTENTEREOWHEN 

liUBMITTINO REat.enm Pl.EAOim .. a:DED ~ PROCESSINGmnDN FQR DEFAULT MID DI!F'AlA;l, 

A topV off\1$ notice was mailed to • moving party that R~qUHted enlry of the default on --.c:~;...:=:..:.....:..:6:......~tV::..;Juf'~ 

DATE 

3/23118 

Pll•111m >eti01Hl or Plalnlilf AltomeyiPflilliooer'a AUomey 
Clel1(e w.o addnlae: -.nUINodllditclllnc.com 

https:/ /clerknet3 .miami-dadeclerk.com/ocsNiewerHTML5 .aspx?QS=B6%2f9EwnZlliih... 12/12/2016 
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RAMSEY PIMENTEL, 
and other simOarly 1ftuated ladividuals, 

Plaintiff( )~ 
v. 

IN THE CJRCUIT COURT OF THE 
11TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA 

Cue No.l01S-CW617 CA 01 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. cllbla HOTEL ASTOR 
a Florida Profit Corporation, and KARIM MASRI, indivklaally1 

and KHALED S. MASRI, indMdually, 

Defendants. 

DEFAULT 

I I 

Page 1 of 1 

A default is entered in this action against Defendants, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP .• 

~amed in the foregoing motion. for fai lure to s~rve or file BnY p.per as 

required by Jaw. 

ut.O IS 7.81& 
Dated on this __ day of_--=.,w>==------'' 20...&_. 

CLERK OF Til£ CIRCUIT COURT 
(SEAL) 

~ Clerk of tbe Court 

httn~: · //dP.rknP.H mi~mi-n~neclerk. com/ocsNiewerHTML5.asox?OS=B6%2f9EwnZlliih... 12/12/2016 
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Filing# 45069035 E-Filed 08/1012016 04:07:22 PM ........... ,.,. '-""• ··"*··-..., ... , ... -., .... 
State of FLORIDA County of DADE Circuit Court 

Case Number. 2015-023617CA01 

Plaintiff: 
RA,.,SEV PIMENTEL 

vs. 
Defendant: 
ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP, I!T AJ.. 

For: 
Anthony M. Georges-Pierre 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC 
44 W. Flagler S1reet 
Ste2200 
Miami, FL 33130 

Received by OJF SERVICES, INC. on h 16th day of October, 2015 at 9:50am to be rved on KHALED S. 
MASRI, 18fl MICHIGAN Ave, MIT. 325, MIAMI BEACH, FL 33139. 

I, JOHN BETANCOURT, do hereby aJfwm tht on the 9th day of August, 2016 at 12:0G pm, 1: 

NON..SERVED the SUMMONS AND COMPlAINT at the add ... u of 1691 MICHIGAN AVE, APT. 32!1, MIAM1 
BEACH, FL 33139 for the reaaon that I fa1ed to find KHALED s. MASRI Qr any Information to allow further 
search. Read the comments below for further de1alls. 

Additionallnfonnation ;pertaining to ttlis Service: 
UNKNOWN AT THE ADDRESS PROVIDED 

I CERTIFY THAT I AM OVER THE AGE OF 18, HAVE NO INTEREST IN THE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I AM A 
CERTIRED PROCESS SERVER, IN GOOD STANDING, IN THE JUDICIAl CIRCUIT IN WHICH THE PROCESS 
WAS SERVED. ·uNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, I DEClARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING 
(DOCUMENn AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN IT ARE TRUE, 92.525. 

OJF SERVICES, INC. 
13727 S.W.152nd Street 
P.M.B.SM 
Mlamt. FL 33177 
(786) 293·5750 
our Job serial Number. OJF-:201 6014803 

1111 I UIIIIIIIIUIIIDIIII 

https://clerknet3.miami-dadeclerk.com/ocsNiewerHTML5.aspx?QS=B6%2f9EwnZlliih... 12/12/2016 
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RAMSEY PIMitNTEL, 
and other similarly situated. indiViduals, 

Plaintiff 

v. 

lN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TI1B 11TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR MIAMI
DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

ENRRAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 
0\ 

CASENo.; 20\S- 0'2.~\\ ~ . 

ASTOR WASHlNGTON CORP dlb/a HOTEL ASTOR 
aF!orida Profit Corporation, and KARIM MASRI, individually, 
tntd K.HAL6D S. MASRI, .individually. 

Oefend:ants. 

SVMMO INACMLCASE 

(!!; 
I 5'1 0 ~1 IJ t,VtJ. 

lrfr II I 

TO: 

Page 2 of2 

KfJALED S. MASRJ 
16~n MfCfflCiAN AVE 
3tS-

..-MfAM{ BBAOII ft;GR:!f)J03'l39 f}1Ll..1~ 6'f'D~, vA t:l 
7, 'Z.-1.-11 I 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMO_NIJ) and required to serve upon PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY 

ANTHONY M. GEOROES-PIERR~ ESQ. 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC. 
44 WEST PLAGLBR STRBBT 
SUITB2200 
MlAMl, FL33130 

an answer to the complaint which. is herewith served upon you, within .20 d!Yft after semce of 
this summons upon you, exclusive oftbedoy ofserviee. lfyou fail to oo so, judgment by default 
will be taken against you for tb relief demanded in the complaint. You DU.ISt oJso file your 
answer with the Clerk of this CoUrt within a reasonable perlod of time after servia e. 

4 . ... 

• ,t 
:; 

.,..,_ 
' .. 

https://clerknet3.miami-dadeclerk.com/ocsNiewerHTMLS.aspx?QS=B6%2f9EwnZlliih .. . 12/12/2016 
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Filing# 48122624 E-Filed 10/26/2016 02:20:36 PM 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 
ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP ET. AL. 

Defendant. 

--------------------------------------------------------~/ 

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE 
11TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

Case No. 2015-023617-CA-01 

M OTION FOR DEFAULT BY THE COURT 

Plaintiff, RAMSEY PIMENTEL ("Plaintiff'), by and through undersigned counsel, and 

moves for entry of a default against Defendants, Karim Masri ("Defendant"), for failure to plead 

or otherwise defend this action as required by law. In support thereof, Plaintiff additionally states 

as follows: 

1. On or about November 10, 2015, the Defendants were properly served with a copy of the 

complaint. 

2. As of this date Defendants have yet to file any response or answer to complaint. 

3. Pursuant to Fla. R. Civ. P. 1.500(b), "[w]hen a party against whom affirmative relief is 

sought has failed to plead or otherwise defend as provided by these rules or any applicable 

statute or any order of court, the court may enter a default against such party; provided that if 

such party has filed or served any paper in the action, that party shall be served with notice of the 

application for default." 

4. The filing of a nonresponsive "paper," such as a motion for extension of time without 

more, in an effort to furnish mere record activity and avoid the provisions of Fla. R. Civ. P. 

1.500(a) and (b) is insufficient and considered to be an intolerable delaying tactic and an abuse 
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of process. See Picchi v. Barnett BankofS. F1orida, NA ., 521 So. 2d 1090 (Fla. 1988). 

5. While filing such a motion may be enough to avoid default by the clerk under Fla. R. Civ. 

P. 1.500(a), see Pierce Hardy Ltd P 'ship v. Harrison Bros. Contr., LLC, 13 So. 3d 175 (Fla. 5th 

DCA 2009), such inaction is wholly inadequate to circumvent entry of default by the Court 

pursuant to Fla. R. Civ. P . 1.500(b) and does not even necessitate a hearing on the motion for 

default once filed-only notice to the Defendants that Plaintiff is so moving. See Picchi, supra. 

6. In compliance with applicable rules of procedure, Plaintiff has provided Defendants with 

notice of Plaintiffs application for default by the Court. See, e.g., Certificate of Service below. 

7. The Clerk denied entering default as to this defendant due to failure of attaching an 

affidavit on non-military service. Please see the affidavit attached as exhibit A 

WHEREFORE Plaintiff moves this Honorable Court for entry of a default against the 

Defendants for failure to comply with the Court' s Order and to otherwise defend this action as 

required by law. 

Dated: October, 2016 Respectfully submitted, 

s/ Rainier Regueiro 
Rainier Regueiro, Esq. 
FloridaBarNumber: 115578 

REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC 
44 West Flagler Street, Suite 2200 
Miami, Florida 33130 
Phone: (305) 416-5000 
Fax: (305) 416-5005 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on October 26, 2016, I electronically filed the foregoing 
document with the Clerk of the Court. I also certify that the foregoing document is being served 
this day on all counsel of record or pro se parties, either via electronic transmission of Notices 
generated by the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal or in some other authorized manner for those 
counsel or parties who are not authorized to receive such Notices. 

KARIM MASRI 
508 W. DILDO DRIVE, 
MIAMI BEACH, FL 33139 

sf Rainier Regueiro 
Rainier Regueiro, Esq. 
Florida Bar Number: 115578 
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RAMSEY PIMENTEL 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP ET. AL. 

Defendant. 

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE 
11TH ruDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

Case No. 2015-023617-CA-01 

--------------------------~/ 

DEFAULT 

A default is entered in this action against Defendant, Karim Masri ., named in the 

foregoing motion, for failure to defend this action as required by law. 

DONE and ORDERED in chambers on this __ day of _________ ,, 2016. 

Copies to all counsel of record. 

Anthony Georges-Pierre, Esq., 

BRONWYN C. MILLER 
CIRCUIT COURT ruDGE 

agp@rgpattorneys.com, rregueiro@rgpattomeys.com, pn@rgpattomeys.com. 
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DECLARATION OF JOHN BETANCOURT PURSUANT TO FLA. STAT.§ 92.525 

THE UNDERSIGNED hereby makes this Sworn declaration pursuant to FLA. STAT. § 

92.S25, and underpenaltyofperjury, states as follows: 

1. My name is JOHN BETANCOURT. I am over 18 years of age. I am fully 

competent to make this declaration and do so based upon the best of my knowledge, 

both direct and indirect, of the information stated below, and I am authorized to make 

the statements and representations herein. 

2. I am sui juris, of majority age, and I declare, certify, verify and state under penalty of 

perjury, that the following statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, 

information and belief, based on either personal knowledge or review of relevant 

documents and records. 

3. If called to testify before the Court with regard to the contents of this Sworn Declaration, 

my testimony will be identical to the contents hereof. 

4. On November 10, 2015 I served Karim Masri. at 500 W Dildo Drive, Miami Beach 

FL, 33139 

5. I served by delivering a true copy of the summons and complaint with the date and 

hour of service endorsed thereon by me to Karim Masri 

6. Based upon inquiry of Karim Masri, Defendant is not in the military service of the 

United States of America. 
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FURTHER DECLARANT SAYETH NOT. 

VERIFICATION PURSUANT TO FLA. STAT. § 92.525 

Under penalties of perjury, I, r}6Vvt ~0 ,...t+ , declare that I have read the 
foregoing and that the facts contained herein are true. 

Executed on this .1_ day of 0 bl-ot..A./ 201~ 

Sign name 

SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED before me this ~ day of 

My Commission expires: 

Personally known __!'or produced identification __ 
Type ofldentification ------ --- -

·--
®OCTAVIOJ.FIOL 

MY COMMISSION II G0\1776 
BXPIRBS: Jllo\Yll. 2020 L__ ·-

OCTA VlO J. FlOL 
MY COMMISSION II 00117'/6 

BXP!lUlS: Jaty 22, 20l0 
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1N THE COUNTY COURT OF THE 
llTHJUDIClALCut ' UlT IN AND FOR 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL 

Plaintiff, 

VS, Case No. 2015..023617-CA-01 

ASTOR WASHINGTON C RP ET. AL. 

Defendant. 

------------------------~' 
DEF l iLT 

A default is entered in this action against D · fendant, Karim Masri, named in the 

foregoing motion, tor failure to defend this action as required by law. 

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Miami-Dade County, Florida, on 10/26/16. 

~ 
BRONWYN C. MILLER 
QRCUIT COURT JUDGE 

No Further Judicial Action Required on TH I · 
MOTION 

CLERK TO B.~CLOSE CASE IF POST 
JUDGMENT 

The parties served with this Order are indiCated in the accompanying 11th Circuit email 
confirmation which includes all emails provided by the submitter. The movant shall 
IMMEDIATELY serve a true and correct copy of this Order, by mail, facsimile, email or 
hand-delivery, to all partieS/counsel of record for whom service is not indicated by the 
accompanying 11th Orcuit confirmation, and file, proof of service with the Clerk of 
Court. 

Signed original order sent electronically to the Clerk of Courts for filing in the COurt file. 
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.opies to all counsel of record. 

Antbony Georg ~Pierre:. EBq., 
agp@J'8Paltom.eys.com, rregueirc t rgpa1romeys.com, pn@rgpattomeys.com. 
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Filing# 48508070 E-Filed 11/04/2016 11:09:05 AM 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTII JUDICIAL ClRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MlAMl-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

R lSEY PIMENTEL, an individual GENERAL JUR1SDJCTION DIVlSlON 

Plaintiff, 
v CASE NO. 2015-023617-CA 01 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. d/b/a 
H TEL ASTOR, a Florida corporation, 
KARIM MASRL an individual, and 
KHALED S. MASRL an individual, 

D fendants. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned finn appears in ~ above-styled Casi: as counsel 

for Defendants, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. dlb/a HOTEL ASTOR (the '· · ompru1\' ') and KARIM 

MASRI ("Mosn') Gointly, the "Dcfimdarlls''). All parties are requested to send a copy of all court papers 

and communications to the undersigned counsel . 

Notice is also hereby given , in compliance with Rule 2516(b)(I), Florida Rules of Judicial 

Administr..~tion, of the primary e-mai I address and secondary e-mail address for counsel for Dctendan!s in 

this action as follows: 

.Primal) E-Mail Address: mpardofit,pardogainsburg.com 
Primary E-Mail Address: spnrd '~. pardogainsburg . com 
Second Secondlll)' E~Mail Address: mrucnt:es::{!,pardogainsburg.com 
Second Secondary E-Mail Address: jb@pardogainsburg.com 

PARDO GAINSBURG, PL 
Attorneys fur Defendants 
200 S.E. First Street. Suite 700 
Miami, f'L 3313l 
Phone: (305)358-1001 
Facsimile: (305) 351!-200 I 

Page 1 of2 
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CERTrFI TE OF SERVT E 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a tnle and correct copy of the ti r going document was 

served by e-mail in compliance with Fla.RJud.Admin. 2.516 on all parties in accordance with 

the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure on this 4th day of Nov mber, 2016. 

/ /, fichae/.1, l'ara 1 

Michael J. Pardo 

2 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, an individual GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 

Plaintiff, 
v. 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. d/b/a 
HOTEL ASTOR, a Florida corporation, 
KARIM MASRI, an individual, and 
KHALED S. MASRI, an individual, 

Defendants. 

CASE NO. 2015-023617-CA 01 

DEFENDANTS, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR'S 
AND KARIM MASRI'S MOTfO TO SET ASIDE DEFAULT 

Defendants, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR (the "Company") 

and KARIM MASRI ("Masri") Gointly, the Company and Masri are referred to herein as the 

"Defendants"), by and through their undersigned counsel, and pursuant to Florida Rule of Civil 

Procedure 1.540(b), move to set aside the default entered on March 23, 2016 against the Company, 

and the default entered on October 26, 2016 against Masri. In support of this motion, Defendant 

would show unto this Court the following: 

1. On October 13, 2016, Plaintiff filed its Complaint. The Complaint alleges 

violations of state and federal wage laws against Defendants. 

2. Defendants failed to respond to the Complaint through mistake, inadvertence or 

excusable neglect as discussed in more detail below. 

3. Defendants have brought this motion to the Court's attention within one day of 

learning of the entry of the default. 

4. Defendants have meritorious defenses to the claims raised by Plaintiff as shown 

by the Mfidavit of Karim Masri attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and the Answer and Mfirmative 

Defenses attached hereto as Exhibit "B." 

1 
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5. From approximately 1993 to 2008, the Company owned the Astor Hotel located 

in Miami Beach, Florida (the "Hotel"). 

6. In 2008, the Company sold the Hotel to a third-party. Following the sale of the 

Hotel, neither Masri nor the Company retained any ownership interest in the Hotel. 

7. According to the Complaint, Plaintiff asserts that the Defendants committed 

employment violations in 2014- six (6) years after the Company sold the Hotel. 

8. In short, such conduct is impossible. The Company has not owned, or had any 

involvement in the Hotel since 2008. Masri also has not had any involvement in the Hotel since 

2008. 

9. When Masri received the Complaint, Masri sent the Complaint to his office with 

instructions to transmit the Complaint to legal counsel so that the Defendants could raise 

appropriate defenses. 

10. Masri first learned that no action had been taken on his or the Company's behalf 

on November 3, 2016, when he received a copy of the default against him. 

11. As soon as Masri learned of the default, Masri and the Company moved as 

expeditiously as possible- within 24 hours- to file the instant motion to vacate the default. 

Memorandum of Law 

Rule 1.540(b), Fla. R. Civ. P. states, in pertinent part, that 

[o]n motion and upon such terms as are just, the court may relieve 
a party or a party's legal representative from a final judgment, 
decree, order, or proceeding for the following reasons: (1) mistake, 
inadvertence, surprise, or excusable neglect. .. . 

Courts have interpreted Rule 1.540(b) in its entirety to require a showing of excusable 

neglect, assertion of a meritorious defense, and due diligence in seeking to vacate the default. 

Cinkat Transp., Inc. v. Md Cas. Co., 596 So.2d 746, 747 (Fla. 3d DCA 1992); Gables Club 

2 
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Marina, LLC v. Gables Condominium and Club Association, Inc., 948 So. 2d 21 (Fla. 3d DCA 

2006). 

In the instant case, Defendant has satisfied all three factors. First, Defendants 

demonstrate excusable neglect because its failure to respond to the complaint resulted from a 

misunderstanding as to the handling of the complaint by its legal counsel. Similar clerical 

mistakes and genuine misunderstandings in comparable circumstances have qualified as 

excusable neglect under Florida law. See, e.g. Edwards v. Najjar, 748 So. 2d 1101, 1102 (Fla. 

3d DCA 2000)(excusable neglect existed where a defendant's mishandling of the complaint was 

caused by misplacing the complaint in his "second priority stack of documents, to be handled 

after matters requiring his immediate attention."); Carter, Hawley, Hale Stores, Inc. v. Whitman, 

516 So. 2d 83 (Fla. 3d DCA 1987) (excusable neglect found when corporate secretary lost 

complaint in a pile of unrelated documents and was responsible for obtaining counsel to file an 

appropriate response); Broward County v. Perdue, 432 So.2d 742 (Fla. 4th DCA 1983) (finding 

excusable neglect where summons and complaint had been inadvertently paper clipped to back 

of another file and then replaced in file cabinet); Royal Caribbean Cruises, Ltd. v. Traveler, 699 

847 (Fla. 3d DCA 1997) (holding that "[r]egardless of whether Royal Caribbean's indemnitor did 

not receive the forwarded complaint because it was misaddressed or whether the indemnitor did, 

in fact, receive the forwarded complaint but mishandled it, we find that either scenario 

constitutes excusable neglect"); Venera v. Balbuena, 652 So.2d 1271, 1272 (Fla. 3d DCA 

1995)(holding that insured who forwarded complaint to insurer that either misfiled or lost 

complaint had shown excusable neglect); Hialeah, Inc. v. Adams, 566 So.2d 350, 351 (Fla. 3d 

DCA)(holding that mishandling or misfiling of suit papers constitutes excusable neglect), review 

denied, 576 So.2d 284 (Fla.l990); North Shore Hospital, Inc. v. Barber, 143 So.2d 849, 853 

(Fla.1962)(holding that if there is any reasonable doubt in the matter of vacating a default, it 

3 
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should be resolved in favor of granting the application and allowing a trial upon the merits of the 

case). 

Second, Defendants have meritorious defenses as indicated in the attached proposed 

Answer and Affirmative Defenses (Exhibit "B"). Third, Defendants diligently filed the instant 

motion to vacate the default upon its November 3, 2016 discovery of the defaults . It would be 

harder to imagine a more hastily-filed motion for default than the instant one, which was filed 

within 24 hours of the discovery of the default. See Miami-Dade County v. Coral Bay Section C 

Homeowners Ass 'n, Inc ., 979 So.2d 318, 321 (Fla. 3d DCA 2008) ("There is no dispute that the 

County acted with due diligence in moving to vacate the default judgment. The County sought to 

vacate the default judgment only four days after the County Attorney's Office received notice of 

it"). 

WHEREFORE, Defendants, Astor Washington Corp. and Karim Masri pray this Court 

will vacate the defaults entered against them on March 23, 2016 and October 26, 2016 respectively, 

and allow the case to proceed on its merits and grant any further relief this Court deems fair and 

just. 

Remainder of this page left blank intentionally 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document was 

setved by e-mail in compliance with Fla.R.Jud.Admin. 2.516 on all parties in accordance with 

the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure on this 4th day of November, 2016. 

PARDO GAINSBURG, PL 
Attorneys for Karim Masri 
200 S.E. First Street, Suite 700 
Miami, FL 33131 
Phone: (305) 358-1001 
Facsimile: (305) 358-2001 

By: Is/ Michael J. Pardo 
Michael J. Pardo 
Florida Bar No. 77562 
Stevan J. Pardo 
Fla. Bar No. 438626 
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EXHIBIT "A" 

Mfidavit of Karim Masri 

6 



Case 1:16-cv-25149-DPG   Document 1-2   Entered on FLSD Docket 12/12/2016   Page 74 of 112

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, an individual GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 

Plaintiff, 
v. CASE NO. 2015-023617-CA 01 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. d/b/a 
HOTEL ASTOR, a Florida corporation, 
KARIM MASRI, an individual, and 
KHALED S. MASRI, an individual, 

Defendants. 

AFFIDAVIT OF KARIM MASRI 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority personally appeared KARIM MASRI who, after 

first being duly swam, deposes and says the following: 

1. My name is Karim Masri. I am over 18 years of age and have personal 

knowledge of the facts set forth in this Mfidavit. 

2. Astor Washington Corp. is a dissolved corporation which was incorporated under 

the laws ofthe States of Florida on or about September 2, 1993 (hereinafter, the "Company"). 

3. I am the last known officer and director of the Company. 

4. In approximately 1993, the Company purchased the Astor Hotel, located at 956 

Washington Avenue, Miami Beach, Florida 33139 (hereinafter, the "Hotel"). 

5. In 2008, the Company sold the Hotel. 

6. Since the sale of the Hotel in 2008, neither I nor the Company has had any 

ownership interest in the Hotel whatsoever. 

7. In the ordinary course of winding down the Company's business since 2008, I 

receive documents relating to the Hotel by both mail and courier. 

8. When I receive such documents, my custom is to send the documents to my office 

staff with instmctions on how to proceed. 
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Affidavit of Karim Masri page 2 

9. Approximately one year ago, I received a copy ofthe Complaint. 

10. Since the Plaintiff asserted in the Complaint that the alleged conduct occurred in 

2014- six (6) years after the Company sold the Hotel- it was evident to me that the Plaintiff 

had named the incorrect parties. 

11. I immediately sent the Complaint to my office with instructions to have our 

attomey "handle it." I assumed that our attorney had filed all necessary paperwork and 

appropriate defenses to the Plaintiffs claims. 

12. I did not hear anything further regarding this lawsuit until November 3, 2016, 

when I received a copy of the default that was entered against me by mail. 

13. Immediately upon learning of the entry of the default, I personally contacted my 

attorney and instructed them to move to set aside the default and file appropriate defenses in the 

case. 

14. Both I and the Company have several bona fide defenses to the claims asserted; 

and, we believe that this neglect in timely responding to the Complaint is excusable based on the 

circumstances and our prompt action in response to learning of the situation. 

Remainder of this page left blank intentionally 
Signature page follows 
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Affidavit of Karim Masri page 3 

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT. 

STATE OF FLORIDA ) 
) SS: 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

BEFORE ME, this .?/.: day of November, 2016, persoiially appeat'ed Karim Masri, 
individually and as the last k:rtown officer and director of Astor Washington. Corp., a dissolved 
Florida corporation, on behalf of the corporation, who is .P.~E~QQf!!.!y __ knq}YP..J O TI;ly, and who 
executed the foregoing Affidavit and acknowledged to and befo1·e me that he ex.eol.lted this 
instrument for the p:tlrposes theteh1 expressed. 

Notary Public, State of Florid~ At Large 
My Commission Expires: 
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EXHffiiT "B" 

Answer and Mfirmative Defenses 
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IN THE CffiCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CffiCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, an individual GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 

Plaintiff, 
v. CASE NO. 2015-023617-CA 01 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. d/b/a 
HOTEL ASTOR, a Florida corporation, 
KARIM MASRI, an individual, and 
KHALED S. MASRI, an individual, 

Defendants. 

DEFENDANTS, ASTOR W A.SHINGTON CORP. d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR'S 
AND KARIM MASRI S ANSWER AND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES 

Defendants, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR (the "Company") 

and KARIM MASRI ("Masri") Gointly, the Company and Masri are referred to herein as the 

"Defendants"), by and through their undersigned counsel, file this Answer and Affirmative 

Defenses to the Complaint dated October 13, 2015 by the Plaintiff, Ramsey Pimentel ("Plaintiff'') as 

follows: 

ANSWER 

As and for their answer to each correspondingly-numbered allegation of the Complaint, 

the Company and Masri assert: 

1. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

2. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

3. Defendants are without sufficient knowledge to enable it to either admit or deny 

the allegations of this paragraph. 

4. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrases. 

5. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

6. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

1 
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7. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

8. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

9. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

10. Defendants are without sufficient knowledge to enable it to either admit or deny 

the allegations of this paragraph. 

11 . Defendants are without sufficient knowledge to enable it to either admit or deny 

the allegations ofthis paragraph. 

12. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

13. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

Count l - Ag~linst the Company 

14. Defendants incorporate each of its answers to paragraphs 1 through 13 above as 

though the same were fully set forth herein. 

15. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

16. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

17. Defendants are without sufficient knowledge to enable it to either admit or deny 

the allegations of this paragraph. 

18. Defendants deny the allegations ofthis paragraph as phrased. 

Count 2- Against Karim Masri 

19. Defendants incorporate each of its answers to paragraphs 1 through 13 above as 

though the same were fully set forth herein. 

20. Defendants admit that Masri 1s the last known officer and director of the 

Company. Otherwise, denied as phrased. 

21 . Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

22. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

2 
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Count 3- Against Khaled S. Masri 

23 . Defendants incorporate each of its answers to paragraphs 1 through 13 above as 

though the same were fully set forth herein. 

24. The allegations of this paragraph are not directed to the Company or Masri. To 

the extent they do, Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

25. The allegations of this paragraph are not directed to the Company or Masri. To 

the extent they do, Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

26. The allegations of this paragraph are not directed to the Company or Masri. To 

the extent they do, Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

27. The allegations of this paragraph are not directed to the Company or Masri . To 

the extent they do, Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

28. The allegations of this paragraph are not directed to the Company or Masri. To 

the extent they do, Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

Count 4 - Against the Company 

29. Defendants incorporate each of its answers to paragraphs 1 through 13 above as 

though the same were fully set forth herein. 

30. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

31 . Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

32. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

Count 5 - Against the Company 

33 . Defendants incorporate each of its answers to paragraphs 1 through 13 above as 

though the same were fully set forth herein. 

34. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

35 . Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

3 
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36. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

37. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

38. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

39. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

40. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

41. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

Count 6 - Agajnst Karim Masri 

42. Defendants incorporate each of its answers to paragraphs 1 through 13 above as 

though the same were fully set forth herein. 

43. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

44. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

45 . Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

46. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

Connt 7 - Against Khaled S. Masri 

47. Defendants incorporate each of its answers to paragraphs 1 through 13 above as 

though the same were fully set forth herein. 

48. The allegations of this paragraph are not directed to the Company or Masri. To 

the extent they do, Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

49. The allegations of this paragraph are not directed to the Company or Masri. To 

the extent they do, Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

50. The allegations of this paragraph are not directed to the Company or Masri. To 

the extent they do, Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

51. The allegations of this paragraph are not directed to the Company or Masri. To 

the extent they do, Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

4 
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52. The allegations of this paragraph are not directed to the Company or Masri. To 

the extent they do, Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

53 . The allegations of this paragraph are not directed to the Company or Masri . To 

the extent they do, Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

Count 8- Agajnst the Company 

54. Defendants incorporate each of its answers to paragraphs 1 through 13 above as 

though the same were fully set forth herein. 

55. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

56. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

57. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

58. Defendants deny the allegations of this paragraph as phrased. 

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES 

As and for its affirmative defenses to the Complaint, Defendants assert the following. 

First Affirmative Defense. 

Plaintiff fails to state a cause of action against Defendants upon which relief may be 

granted. At all times materials hereto, the Company did not employ Plaintiff. At all times 

material hereto, Plaintiff did not perform any work for Defendants from February 2014 to 

August 12, 2014. During the time period when Plaintiff claims to have suffered damages, 

neither the Company nor Masri owned or operated the subject property. Accordingly, Plaintiff 

cannot sustain any cause of action against Defendants. 

Second Affirmative Defense. 

To the extent Plaintiff claims she was employed by the Company and that Masri 

exercised operations control over the activities of the Company, the statute of limitations has 

expired on any claim Plaintiff could maintain for overtime since neither the Company nor Masri 

5 
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has owned or operated the subject property since 2008. 

Third Affirmative Defense. 

As and for its Third Affirmative Defense, Defendants allege that the Complaint, and each 

and every alleged cause of action therein is barred, in whole or in part, by the equitable doctrine 

of laches. 

Fourth Affirmative Defense. 

To the extent Plaintiff claims she was employed by the Company and Masri exercised 

operations control over the activities of the Company, Plaintiff is estopped from asserting claims 

herein by failing to communicate with Defendants any deficiencies in payment. 

Fifth Affirmative Defense. 

As and for its Fifth Affirmative Defense, Defendants allege that Plaintiffs claims are 

barred because Plaintiff failed to timely and completely exhaust all remedies available to 

Plaintiff. 

Sixth Affirmative Defense. 

Defendants are entitled a setoff of such settlement proceeds, collateral sources, or 

recoveries by Plaintiff from other parties or non-parties from any recovery. 

Defendants reserve the right to amend its affirmative defenses as discovery is ongoing. 

Having fully responded to the Complaint, Defendants pray this Court will dismiss the 

Complaint, and send Plaintiff hence without day. 

6 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document was 

seiVed by e-mail in compliance with Fla.R.Jud.Admin. 2.516 on all parties in accordance with 

the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure on this 4th day of November, 2016. 

PARDO GAINSBURG, PL 
Attorneys for Karim Masri 
200 S.E. First Street, Suite 700 
Miami, FL 33131 
Phone: (305) 358-1001 
Facsimile: (305) 358-2001 

By: /s/ Michael J Pardo 
Michael J. Pardo 
Florida Bar No. 77562 
Stevan J. Pardo 
Fla. BarNo. 438626 
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Filing# 48508070 E-Filed 11/04/2016 11:09:05 AM 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, an individual GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 

Plaintiff, 
v. CASE NO. 2015-023617-CA 01 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. d/b/a 
HOTEL ASTOR, a Florida corporation, 
KARIM MASRI, an individual, and 
KHALED S. MASRI, an individual, 

Defendants. 

DEFENDANTS, ASTOR WASffiNGTON CORP. d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR'S 
AND KARIM MASRI'S NOTICE OF FILING AFFIDAVIT 

Defendants, ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR (the "Company") 

and KARIM MASRI ("Masri") (jointly, the Company and Masri are referred to herein as the 

"Defendants"), by and through their undersigned counsel, hereby file the attached copy of the 

original Affidavit of Karim Masri. Said Affidavit is being filed in support of Defendants' Motion to 

Set Aside Default. The original Affidavit will be presented at the hearing on said Motion. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document was 

served by e-mail in compliance with Fla.R.Jud.Admin. 2.516 on all parties in accordance with 

the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure on this 4th day of November, 2016. 

PARDO GAINSBURG, PL 
Attorneys for Karim Masri 
200 S.E. First Street, Suite 700 
Miami, FL 33131 
Phone: (305) 358-1001 
Facsimile: (305) 358-2001 

By: /s/ Michael J. Pardo 
Michael J. Pardo 
Florida Bar No. 77562 
Stevan J. Pardo 
Fla. Bar No. 438626 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, an individual GENERAL JURISDICTION DMSION 

Plaintiff, 
v. CASE NO. 2015-023617-CA 01 

ASTOR WASIDNGTON CORP. d/b/a 
HOTEL ASTOR, a Florida corporation, 
KARIM MASRI, an individual, and 
KHALED S. MASRI, an individual, 

Defendants. 

AFFIDAVIT OF KARIM MASRI 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority personally appeared KARIM MASRI who, after 

first being duly sworn, deposes and says the following: 

1. My name is Karim Masri. I am over 18 years of age and have personal 

knowledge of the facts set forth in this Affidavit. 

2. Astor Washington Corp. is a dissolved corporation which was incorporated under 

the laws ofthe States of Florida on or about September 2, 1993 (hereinafter, the "Company"). 

3. I am the last lmown officer and director of the Company. 

4. In approximately 1993, the Company purchased the Astor Hotel, located at 956 

Washington A venue, Miami Beach, Florida 3 313 9 (hereinafter, the "Hotel"). 

5. In 2008, the Company sold the Hotel. 

6. Since the sale of the Hotel in 2008, neither I nor the Company has had any 

ownership interest in the Hotel whatsoever. 

7. In the ordinary course of winding down the Company's business since 2008, I 

receive documents relating to the Hotel by both mail and courier. 

8. When I receive such documents, my custom is to send the documents to my office 

staff with instructions on how to proceed. 
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Affidavit of Karim Masri page 2 

9. Approximately one year ago, I received a copy of the Complaint. 

10. Since the Plaintiff asserted in the Complaint that the alleged conduct occurred in 

2014- six (6) years after the Company sold tbe Hotel- it was evident to me that the Plaintiff 

had named the inconect parties. 

11. I immediately sent the Complaint to my office with instructions to have our 

attomey "handle it." I assumed that our attomey had filed all necessary paperwork and 

appropriate defenses to the Plaintiff's claims. 

12. I did not hear anything further regarding this lawsuit until November 3, 2016, 

when I received a copy of the default that was entered against me by mail. 

13. Immediately upon leaming of the entry of the default, I personally contacted my 

attomey and instructed them to move to set aside the default and file appropriate defenses in the 

case. 

14. Both I and the Company have several bona fide defenses to the claims asserted; 

and, we believe that this neglect in timely responding to the Complaint is excusable based on the 

circumstances and our prompt action in response to learning of the situation. 

Remainder of this page left blank intentionally 
Signature page follows 
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FURTHER AFFIANT SA YETH NAUGHT. 

STATE OF FLORIDA ) 
) SS : 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

.3r..! 
BEFORE ME, this _-_ day of November, 2016, personally appeared Karim Masri, 

individually and as the last known officer and director of Astor Washington Corp., a dissolved 
Florida corporation, on behalf of the corporation, who is personally known to me, and who 
executed the foregoing Affidavit and acknowledged to and before me that he executed this 
instrument for the purposes therein expressed. 

Notary Public, State of Florida At Large 
My Commission Expires: 
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RAMSEY PIMENTEL, individually; 
and o~er similarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff(s); 

VS. 

ASTOR EB.,5 LLC, 
a Fl0rida. Limited Liability Company, 
alb/a HOTEL ASTOR . 
DA VlD J.liART, individually; 

Defendant( s ). 
I 

------------~----------------~ 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
JN AND FOR MIAMJ.,DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA 

Case No.2015-023617.:CA-Ol 

FIRST AMENDED COMPLMNT 

PlaintiffRAl\fSEY PIMENTEL, and other similarly situated individuals, by and 

through the undersigned counsel, hereby sues Defendants, ASTOR EB-5 LLC, a Florida Limited 

Liability Company, d/b/a HOTEL ASTQR, individually; and DAVID. J. HAR,T, individually; 

·collectively ("Defendants")~ and in support avers ~s follows: 

1. This is an action by the Phiintifffot d~ages exceeding $15,000 excluding· attomeys' fees 

ot costs for unpaid wages under the Fair Labor Standards A~t, 49 U.S.C. §§ 201-219 

("FLSNj) -and the Florida Minimum Wage Act, Fla. Stat. § 448.11 0· e'FMW N'). 

2. This Co\lrt has jurisdiction over Plaintiff's FLSA claims pursuant to the 29 U .S.C. § -216. 

3. Plaintiff was at all times relevant to this action, residents of Miami-Dade County Florida, 

withil1 the jurisdtction of this Honorable Court. Plaintiff is covered employee for 

purp.oses of the FLSA and FMW A. 
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4. Defe11dant, ASTOR EB-5 LLC, a Florida Limited Liability Company, d/b/a HOTEL 

ASTOR. located in Miami-Dade County, Florida: where Plaii1tiff worked for Defendant, 

and at all times material hereto was and is engaged in interstate commerce, 

5. Defundant1 DAVID J. HART, is a corporate officer of, and exercised operational control 

over the activities of, corpotate Defendant, ASTOR EB-5 LLC. 

6. Venue ls proper in Miami-Dade County because all of the actions that form the basis .Of 

this Compla,int occurred within l'vfia.mi-Dade County and payment was due in Miami-Dade 

County. 

7. Dec.laratory, injunctive, legal and equit~ble l'elief sought pursuant to the laws set forth 

above together with attorneys' fees, costs and damages. 

8. All conditions precedent for the fili'Qg of this' action before this Court have been 

previously met, including the exha1.1stion of all pertinent administraiive proced~..~;res and 

remedies. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

9. Pl~ntiff perfonl.ied work fO'r Defendants from on or ;:~.bout February 2014, through on or 

about August 12, 201.4. 

1 0. Plaintiff was a n:on~ex·etnpt employee by virtue of the way Plaintitl" was paid and/or 

Plaintiff's job duties; 

11. Plaintiff was not paid proper minimum wa,ge rate as proscribed by the laws of the. Uniteq 

States and the State of Florida~ during relevant time period,. from on or aboqt February 

2014, through on or about August 12,2014. 

12. Plaintiff did not receive payment for all hours worked, during relevant time period~ from 

on or about February 20 14, through on or about Aug1;1s1 j 2, 2014. In addition, Defendant 

------·---·-· 
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also owes. Plaintiff a percentage of commissions f()r services provided by Plaintiff during 

his employment. 

13. On or about August 12, 2014, Plaintiff .compiained about Defendants' improper payment 

of wages. Defendants tenninated Plaintiff the same day in direct retaliation for the 

p1'otected activity descril:Jed. 

COUNT I. 
Wttge & How· Federal Statutory Violation against 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC 
d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 

14. Plaintiff re.:adopts each and every factual a11egation .as stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

ofthis complaint .as if set out in full herein. 

15. This aetic>n js brought by Plaintiff to recover from Defendant unpaid wages compensation, 

as well as an additional amount as liquidated damages~ c·osts, and reasonable attomey's 

fees under tbeprovisim1s of29 U.S.C. § 201 el seq. 

16. Jmisdiction is conferred on this Court by Title 29 U,S.C. § 216{b). 

17. At all times pertinent to this Complaint, corporate Defendant operated as an organization 

which sells and/or mar~ets its services and/or goods to customers from throughout the 

U11ited States and also provides its services for goods sold and transported from a.cross 

state lines of other states, and the corporate Defendant obtains and solicits t\mds n·om 

non-Florida sources, accepts funds fi:om non-Florida sources, uses telephonic 

transmissions going over state lines to do its. business, transmits f1.1nd::> outside the State of 

Florida, an.d othetwise regularly engages in interstate commerce, particularly with respect 

to its employees. 

-----------~----------------·--· ........... ·-·- .. 
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18. Upon information and belief, at all times rhatetial hereto, corporate DefeU.dant's mmual 

-gross revenue exce.eded $500,000 per annum on its own, or as part of a joint enterprise 

with the other corporate Defendants named herein, or which are as of yet unknown but 

will be revealed through further distovery. To the extent that corporate Defimdant 

op·erated as part of a joint enterprise; it did so with corporate entities that perlormed 

related activities. undei· the common conti·ol of the individual Defendants, and for . . . ' . . . . -

common business purposes related to the work performed by Plaintiff for Defendant. 

19. By reason of the foregoing, the corporate Defendant is and was, during all times hereafter 

mentioned,. an enterp1ise engaged in commel'ce or in the production of goods fot 

contrnerce as defined in ·§§ 3 (1') and 3(s) of the FLSA, 29 U.S .C. § 203(r) and 203(s) . 

Defendant's business activities involve those to which the Fair Labor Standards Act 

applies. The Plaintiffs work for the De':fendant like,wise-affects interstate commerce. 

20. Plaintiff seeks to recover for t.J.npaid wages accumulated from tl1e elate of hire and! or from 

three (3) years fi:om the date of the tiling ofthis complaint. 

21. Defendant knew and/or showed reckless disregard of the provis:iorts of the FLSA 

C'opcerning the paYlbent of ov~ttime wages as required by the Fair Labor Standards Act 

ai1d relnaln owing Plaintiff these unpaid wages since the commencement of Plaintiffs 

employment with Defendant as set forth above. A$ such, Plaintiff is entitled to recover 

double damages. 

22, To the extent that Defendant never po'sted any notice. as required by the Fair Labor 

Standards Act and Federal Law, to inf01m employees of their federal rights to overtime 

and minimum wage payments, the statute of limitations for Plaintiffs FLSA claims is 

equitably tolled. See. e.g., Cruz v. 1\!aypa, 773 F.3d 138, 147 (4th Cir. 2014) (extending 

4 
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,. 

failure-to-post tolling in the ADEA context to the FLSA); Yu G. Ke v. Sa,igon Grill, Inc., 

595 F. Supp. 2d 240, 259 (S.D.N.Y. 2008) (''[F]ailure to provide i·equired notice of the 

governing legal requirements may l;Je a sufficient basis for tolling."); Kcrmens v. Summit 

Stainless, Inc., 586 F. Supp. 324, 328 (E.D. Pa. 1984) ("An ernployer's failure to post a 

statutoriiy required notice of this type tolls the rurmi:hg of ariy period oflimitations."). 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief again·st Defendant 

A. Adjttdge aod deci'ee that Defendant has violated the FLSA artd. has do.ne so willfully; 

intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiff's rights; 

B. Award Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shown to be due for unpaid overtime 

wage compensation for hours worked in excess of foJiY ( 40) weekly, with interest; 

C. Award Plaintiff an equal amount in double damages/liquidated damages; 

D. Award Plaintiff the costs of this -action, together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

E Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Omit deems just and prop~r under the 

cjrcumstances. 

COUNT II 
Wage .& Hour Federal Statutory Violation against 

DAVID J. I:IART 

Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegatioii as stated in paragra,phs 1 through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

24. At the times mentioned, Defendant was, and is noW', a corpol'ate officer of .corporate 

Defendant, ASTOR EB-5 LLC. 

25. Defendant Was an employer of Plaintiff within the meaning of Section 3{d) of the ''Fail: 

Labor Standards Act" [2'9 U.S.C. § 203(d)J, in that this individual Defendant acted 

5 
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. ,. 

directly in the interests of O'efendant employer ih relation to the emJ?loyees of Defendant 

employer, including Plaintiff. 

26. Defendant had operational control of the business an~ is thus jointly liable for Plaintiffs 

damages. 

27. Defendant willfuily ·an,d intentionally refused to properly pay Plamtiffs wages as 

required by the law of the United States as set forth above and remains owing Plruntiff 

these wages since the conu11encement of Plaintiffs' employni.ent with Defendant as set 

forth above. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following reliefagainst Defendant: 

A Adjudge and decree that D.efendan:t has violated the FLSA and has done so willfully, 

intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiff'·s rights; 

B. A ward Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shown to be due for unpaid ove11iine 

wages for hours \vorked in excess of forty ( 40) weekly, with interest; and 

C. Award Plaintiff an equal amo~nt in double damage~/liquidated dainages; ap.d 

D. Award Plaintiffthe costs of this action, together with a reasonable atton1eys' fees; 

and 

E. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Comt deems just at1d proper uhdet the 

circumstances. 

COUNT Ill 
FLSA Retallation Violation against 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC 
dlb/a HOTEL AStOR 

28 . Plaintiffre"'adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

of this complaint as ifset QUt in full herein. 

6 

_....___.,.. ________ _ 
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,• 

29. 29 U.S.C. § 215(a)(3) of the FLSA states that it is a violation to "discharge or ·in any other 

manner discriminate against any employee because such employee has filed any 

coniplaint ot instituted or caused to be in..c;;tituted any proceeding under or related to this 

Act, or has testified or is: about to testify in any such proceeding, or has served or is about 

to serve on an industry conimittee." 

30. Defendant's conduct as set forth above constitutes a violation of the FLSA's anti

i'etaliation provision. 

31. The motivating factor that caused Plaintiffs adverse employment action as described 

;:~,bove was Plaintiffs complaint regarding not b~ing properly paid-for all hours worked. 

:32. The Defendant's conduct was in direct violation of the FLSA, and, ··E_i$ a direct result, 

Plaintiff has been damaged. 

33. PlaintitT is requesting Punitive Damages. 

WI-l:EREFORE, Plaintiffrespectfuily prays for the following reliefagainst Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendal)t has violated the FLSA ~nd has done. so willfhlly, 

inten:tionally anQ. with reckless disr¢gard for .Plaintiff's 1ights; 

B. Enter judgment against Defendant for a11 back wages from the date of discharge to the 

prese.nt date and a:n equal atnoinrt of back wages as liquidated damages, and; 

C. Enter judgment against Defendant for all front wages un.tH Plaintiff be·~omes 65 years 

ofage; and 

D. Enter an award against Defendant and award Plaintiff cornpensatqry .damages for 

mental anguish, per·sonal suffering, and loss of enjoyment of life; 

E. Award Plaintiff the costs of this ac.tion~ together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

7 

--- ------------··--·· .. ·- · -···- ..... 
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F. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and ·proper under the 

circ1.~mstances . 

COUNT IV 
FLSA Retaliation Violation against 

DAVID J. HART 

73. Plaintiff re:...addpts each and every. factual allegation a:s stated in paragraphs 1 through 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

74. 29 U.S.C. § 215(a)(3) of the FLSA states that it is a violation to "discharge or in any 

other manner discriminate against any employee because such employee has filed any 

complaint or irtstjtuted or caused to be i11stituted any proceeding under or related to this 

Act1 or has testified or is about to testify in any such proceedip:g, or has served or is about 

td serve on an industry committee." 

75. Defendant's conduct as set forth above constitutes a violation of the .FLSA's anti-

retaliation provisioh. 

76. The motiv\iting factor that caus_ed Plaintiffs adve_l'se employment action as desctibed 

above·was ·Plaintiffs complaint regarding not being properly paid for all hours worked. 

77. The Defendant''s condu9t was in direct violation of the 'FLSA, apd, a,s a direct resul~ 

Plaintiff_has been dama~ed. 

78. Plaintiff is requesting Punitive Damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plab1tifftespectfuliy prays for the foUovving relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the ELSA and has done so willfully, 

intentionalJ.y and with reckless: distegard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. -Enter judgment against Defendant for all back wages from the date of discharge to the 

present date and an equal amount of back wages as liquidated damages: and; 

8 
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.· 

C. Enter judgment agail;lSt Defendant fat all front wag.e·s until Plaintiff becomes 65 years 

of age; and 

D. Enter an award against Defendant and award Plaintiff compensatory dam;lges for 

mental anguish, personal suffering; and loss of enjoyment of life; 

E. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, togeth~r with. a reasonable attorneys' fees; 

and 

F. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

COUNTY 
FMWA Violation ·agaiii,st 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC 
d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 

79. Plaintiffre~adopts each and every factual allegation as stated hi paragraphs I through 13 

of this complaint as if set outin full herein. 

80. This action is brought by Plaintiff ap.d other similarly'-situated individuals to recover from 

the Defendant ·tinpaid minimum wage compensation, as well as an additional amount as 

liquidated d~mages, costs, and reasmiable attorney's fees under the provisions of the 

FMVif A, and specifically under the provisions of Fla. Stat. § 448.1 10. 

81 . Defendant bu~iness activities involve those to which the florida Minimum Wage Law 

applies. 

82. Plaintiff seeks to recover for unpaid minimum v.;ages accumulated from 'the date of hire 

and/or frori1 tive (5) years f1•om the date of the filing of this complaint. Florida's hourly 

minimum wage in 2010 was $7.25; in 2011 was $731; in.2012 was $7.67~ ln.2013 was 

$7.79; in 2014 was $7.93; and in 2015 is $8.05. 

9 
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83. Defendant knew and/or showed reckless disregard of the provistons of the FMWA 

concerning the payment of minimum vvages a.s required by the. FMW A and remain owing 

Plaintiff these wages since the commencement of Plait! tiffs employment with Defendant 

as set forth above .. As such, Plaintiff is entitled to recover double damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plain:tiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FMW A and has done so 

w{llfully, intentionally and with re~kle.ss disregatd for Plruntiffs rights; 

B. Award Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shown to be due for unpaid minimurn 

wages, with interest; and 

C. A ward Plaintiff an equal amount in double damage.s/li quidated dart.J,age,s: and 

D. Award Plaintiffthe GOsts ofthis action, together with reasonable attomeys' fees; and 

E. Grant Plaintiff such additional teli~f ?5 the Court deems Just and prqpet under the 

circumstances. 

COUNT VI 
FJ11IWA. Violation (Jgainst 

DA VlD J. HART 

84. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation a,s stated in paragraphs 1 thrpugh 13 

of this complaint as if set out i11 full herein. 

85. At the times me1itioned, Defendant was, and is now,. a cotporate officer of corporate 

Defendant, ASTOR EB-5 LLC. 

86. Defendant was an employer of Plaintiff within the meaning of the Florida Mj:hirown 

Wage Law. 

87. Defendant had openitional control of the business and is thus jointly liable for Plaintiff's 

damages. 

10 

-----------·------------- ·- .. _ ....... . 
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: 

88". Defendant Vi'illfully and intentionally refused to properly pay Plaintiff's wages as 

required by the law of the United States as set fm1h above and r~mains owing Plaintiff 

these wages since the commencement of Plaintiffs employment with Defendants as set 

forth above. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. AdjuP.ge and decree that Defendant has violated the FMWA and has done so 

willfully~ intentionally and with reckless disreg;ud for Plaintiffs tights; 

B. Award Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shov.111 to be due for unpaid minimum 

wages; and 

C. Award Plaintiff an equal amount in double damages/liquidated damages; and 

D. Award Plaintiff the costs of this action, togeth¢r with a rea5onable attorneys' fees; 

and 

E. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

COUNT VII 
FMWA Retaliation Violation against 

ASTOR EB~S LLC 
d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 

89. Plaintiff re-adopts each and eve~y factual allegp.tion as stated ii:). p;3.ragraphs 1 throu~h 13 

ofthis complaint as ifset out in full he"rein. 

90. Defendant's conduct as set forth above constitutes a violation of the FMWA;s anti-

retaliation provision. 

91. The motivating factor that caused Plaintiff's adverse· employment action as describecl 

above was Plaintiff's complaint regarding not being properly paid tor all hours worked. 

11 
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92. The Defendant'.s conduct was in direct violation of the FMWA,_ and, as a direct result~ 

Plaintiff has been daniaged. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A, AdJUdge and decree that Defendant has violated the FMWA and has done so 

willfully, intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Enter jl.idgment a~ainst the Defendant for all back wages from the date of discharge to 

the present date and an equal amount of ba.ck wages as liquidated damages, and; 

C Enter judgment against the ·Defendant for all fron,t wages until Plaintiffs become 65 

years of age; and 

D. Enter an award against Defendant and ·award I>laintiff yompensatory damages for 

mental anguish, personal suffer:ing, and loss of enjoyment of.life; 

E. Award Plaintiff.the costs ofthis action, together with reasonable attorneys' .fees~ and 

F. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court :deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

COUNT VIII 
FMW A Ret4lia.#Oit Vio/qtion against 

DAVID J. HART 

93. Pl'aintiff re-adopts· each and every f~ctual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 thro~gh 13 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein .. 

94. Defendant's conduct as set forth above .constitutes a violation of the FMWA's anti-

retaliatioitprovision. 

95. The motivating factor that caused Plaintiffs adverse employment action as described 

·above was Plaintiffs compiaini regarding not being properly pa:id for all hours worked. 

12 
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96. The Defendant's conduct was in direct violation of 1he FMW A, and, as a direct result, 

Plaintiffhas been damaged. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief again~t Defenda!lt: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FMW A and has done so 

willfullY,, intentionally and with re·ck!ess disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Enter judgment against the Defendant for all back Wages from the date of discharge to 

the present date and an equal amount of back wages as liquidated damages, and; 

C. Enter judgment against the Defendant for all front wage.s until Plaintiffs bec.ome 65 

years ()f age~ and 

D. Enter an award against Defertdant and. award Plaintiff cdtnp ensatory (:lamages for 

rnentci.l anguish,, personal suffeting, and loss of enjoyment of life; 

E. Award Phiintifftl;le costs ofthis action, together with r~asonable attorneys' fees; and 

F. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Com1 deems just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

13 
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P1aintiff demands trial by jury of all issues triable as of right by jury. 

14 

Anthony M. Georges-Piene, Esq. 
Florida Bar No. 533637 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC 
44 West Flagier St.~ Suite 2200 
Miami, FL.33130 
Telephone: 305-416-5000 
Facsimile: 305-416-50:05 
agp@Jgpatromeys.com 
attetise>o@rgpattorileys-. coin 
rregueiro@n ... roattome.ys.com 
pn@rgpattomevs.com 

~-------------------- '*•-- u~• ot ••• -
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Filing# 48601110 E-Filed 11/07/2016 04:23:12 PM 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TII:E 
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI .. DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA 

Case No .. 2015,-02;3617-CA-Ol 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, individually; 
and other similarly situated individua:ls, 

Plaintiff(s), 

vs. 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC, 
a Florida Limited Liability Company, 
d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 
DAVID J. HART, individually; 

Defendant(s ). 

~--------------------------------------~' 
SUMMONS IN .A CJYIL CASE 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC 
d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 
Registered agent:UAVID J. HART, P.A. 
:21 S£First Avenue, 101h'Floor 
Miami, .FL 33131 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to serve upon PLAINTIFF'S AITORNEY 

ANTHONY M. GEORGES-PIERRE, ESQ. 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC. 
44 WEST FLAGLf:R STREET. STE. 2200 
MIAMI, FL 331 J.O 

an answer to the complaint which is he.rewith ser\t~;:d \lpon you, within 20 days after service of this 
·summons upon yol).o exclusive of the day of service. If you fail to do so; judgment by defa.ult will be 
taken against you for the relief demanded in. the c.omplaint. You must al~o file your answer with the 
Clerk of this Court within a reasonable period oftime after service. 

CLERK DATE 

(BY) DEPUTY CLERK 

15 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COl.TN.TY, 
;FLORIDA. 

Case No20i5-023617-CA-Ol 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, individually; 
and othet similarly situated individmils, 

Plaintiff( s)~ 

vs. 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC, 
.a Florida Limited Liability CQmpany, 
d/b/a flOTEL ASTOR .. 
DAVID J. ~T, individually; 

Defendant( s). 
.I 

SU~QNS IN A CIVIL CASE 

DAVJDJ.HART 
21 SE F.irs.t A.venu!;:, i0111 Fl.oo:r 
Miami, FL 33131 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and Tequited tp serve upon PLAfNTlF.F~S ATTORNEY 

ANTHONY M. GEORGES-PIERRE, ESQ. 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC. 
44 WEST FLAGLER STREET. STE. 2200 
MIAMI, FL 3-3130 

an answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon you, withi.il 20. days after service of this 
summons Upon you, excl~.ive of the day of service. If you f~il to do so, judgment by default will \xl 
taken against you fo11 the relief dernanded in the complaint. You must also file your 'answer with the 
.Clerk of this Court within a reas9nable period oftime after service. 

CLERK UATE 

(BY) DEPUTY CLERK 

16 
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IN THE CffiCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CffiCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, an individual GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 

Plaintiff, 
v . 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC, a Florida limited 
liability company d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR; 
and DAVID J. HART, individually 

Defendants. 

CASE NO. 2015-023617-CA 01 

NOTICE OF VOLUNTARY DISMISSAL WITH PREJUDICE 

Plaintiff, RAMSEY PIMENTEL, by and through their undersigned counsel, and pursuant 

to Florida Rules of Civil Procedure 1.420(a), hereby dismisses his claims with prejudice against 

ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR and KARIM MASRI. With each party 

to bear their own fees and costs. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document was 

served by e-mail in compliance with Fla.R.Jud.Admin. 2. 516 on all parties in accordance with 

the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure on this lOth day of November, 2016. 

1 

s/Rainier Regueiro 
Anthony M. Georges-Pierre, Esq. 
Florida Bar No. 533637 
Rainier Regueiro 
Florida Bar No. 533637 
REMER & GEORGE-PIERRE, PLLC 
44 West Flagler Street, Suite 2200 
Miami, FL 33130 
Phone: (305) 416-5000 
Facsimile: (305) 416-5005 
agp@rgpattomey .com 
apetisco@rgpattorneys. com 
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rreguiero@rgpattomeys.com 
pn@rgpattomeys.corn 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, an individual 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC, a Florida limited 
liability company d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR; 
and DAVID J. HART, individually 

Defendants. 
I 

--------------------------~ 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 

CASE NO. 2015-023617-CA 01 

AGREED ORDER SETTING ASIDE 
DEFAULT 

THIS MATTER came on for consideration upon the unopposed motion to vacate the 

default entered against ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. on March 23, 2016 and the default 

entered against KARIM MASRI on October 26, 2016. The Court, having reviewed the matter, 

being informed that the parties agree to the relief requested herein, and being otherwise fully 

advised in the premises, it is hereby: 

ORDERED and ADJUDGED that 

1. The default entered against ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. on March 23, 2016 in 

the above-styled cause be and the same is hereby vacated and set aside; and 

2. The default entered against KARIM MASRI on October 26, 2016 in the above-styled 

11/11/16. 

cause be and the same is hereby vacated and set aside. 

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Miami-Dade County, Florida, on 

BRONWYN C. MILLER 
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
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No Further Judicial Action Required on 
THIS MOTION 

CLERK TO RECLOSE CASE !f. POST 
JUDGMENT 

The parties served with this Order are indicated in the accompanying 11th 
Circuit email confirmation which includes all emails provided by the submitter. The 
movant shall IMMEDIATELY serve a true and correct copy of this Order, by mail, 
facsimile, email or hand-delivery, to all parties/counsel of record for whom service is not 
indicated by the accompanying 11th Circuit confirmation, and file proof of service with 
the Clerk of Court. 

Signed original order sent electronically to the Clerk of Courts for filing in 
the Court file. 
Copies furnished to: 

Counsel of record 
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IN THE CffiCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 

RAMSEY PIMEN1EL, an individual 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC, a Florida limited 
liability company d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR; 
and DAVID J. HART, individually 

Defendants. 

--------------------------~/ 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 

CASE NO. 2015-023617-CA 01 

AGREED ORDER SETTING ASIDE 
DEFAULT 

THIS MATTER came on for consideration upon the unopposed motion to vacate the 

default entered against ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. on March 23, 2016 and the default 

entered against KARIM MASRI on October 26, 2016. The Court, having reviewed the matter, 

being informed that the parties agree to the relief requested herein, and being otherwise fully 

advised in the premises, it is hereby: 

ORDERED and ADJUDGED that 

1. The default entered against ASTOR WASHINGTON CORP. on March 23, 2016 in 

the above-styled cause be and the same is hereby vacated and set aside; and 

2. The default entered against KARIM MASRI on October 26, 2016 in the above-styled 

11/11/16. 

cause be and the same is hereby vacated and set aside. 

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Miami-Dade County, Florida, on 

BRONWYN C. MILLER 
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
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No Further Judicial Action Required on 
THIS MOTION 

CLERK TO RECLOSE CASE !£ POST 
JUDGMENT 

The parties served with this Order are indicated in the accompanying 11th 
Circuit email confirmation which includes all emails provided by the submitter. The 
movant shall IMMEDIATELY serve a true and correct copy of this Order, by mail, 
facsimile, email or hand-delivery, to all parties/counsel of record for whom service is not 
indicated by the accompanying 11th Circuit confirmation, and file proof of service with 
the Clerk of Court. 

Signed original order sent electronically to the Clerk of Courts for filing in 
the Court file. 
Copies furnished to: 

Counsel of record 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY~ 
FLORIDA 

Case No .. 201S,.023617-CA-Ol 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, individually; 
and other similarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff( s), 

vs . 

. ASTOR EB-5 LLC, 
a Florida Limited Liability. Company, 
d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 
DAVID J. HART, individually; 

Defendant(s ). 

------------------------~/ 
SUMMONS IN A ClVJL CASE 

ASTOR EB-5 LLC 
d/b/a HOTEL ASTOR 
Registe.r~d agent: :DAVID J ~ HART, P .A. 
21 SE First Avenue, 1 0111

' Floor 
Miami, FL 33131 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to serve upon PLAINTIFF'S ATIORNEY 

ANTHONY M. GEORGES-.PlERRE, ESQ. 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC. 
44 WEST FLAGLER STREET. STE. 2200 
MIAMI, FL 3313-0 

an answer to. the complaint which is herewith senred upon you, within 20 days after service of this 
·summons upon yo~ exclu.sive of the day of service. If you fail to do so; judgment by defa.ult will be 
taken against you for th~ Telief demanded in. the c.omplaint. You ~nust also-file yout answer with the 
Clerk of this Court within a r~asonable period of time after service. 

CLERK 
11/15/2016 

DATE 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURt OF THE 
ELEVENTH JUDICJAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNJ'Y, 
FLORIDA 

Case No2~15-023617-CA-01 

RAMSEY PIMENTEL, individually; 
and othe~ similarly situated individucds, 

Plaintiff( s),: 

vs. 

ASTOR EB-5 'LLC, 
.a Florida Limited Liability Company~ 
d/b/a ltOTEL ASTt>R . 
DA VI.D J. BAl~.T, individually; 

Defendant(s). 

------------------------~/ 
SUMlYIONS IN A CIVIL CASE 

DAVID J. HART 
21 SE F.irs.t Avenu~, i011

' Floor 
Miami, FL 33131 

YOU ARE HEREBY S:u:MMONlm and required to serve upon PLAINT1FF'S ATTORNEY 

ANTHONY M. GEORGES-PIERRE, ESQ. 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC. 
44 WEST FLAGLER STREET. STE. 2200 
MIAMI, FL 3J 130 

an answer to the complaint whiCh is herewith served upon you, withi.n 20 days after service of this 
summons upon you, exelw~ i ve of the day of "s.ervice. If you f~il to do so, judgment by default wi)l ~ 
taken ugainst you for tfle relief demanded in the complaint. You must also. file your answer with the 
.Clerk of this Court within a reas()nable period of time after service. 

11/15/2016 

DATE 




